edmundson on the uses of a liberal
education

**Edmundson on the Uses of a Liberal Education: Rediscovering Its True Value**

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education invites us to rethink what it means to
be truly educated in today’s fast-paced, career-driven world. In an era dominated by
specialization and technical training, the question arises: why does a liberal education still
matter? Mark Edmundson, a prominent literary critic and professor, offers a compelling
defense of the liberal arts, emphasizing their enduring relevance beyond mere job
preparation. His insights challenge us to appreciate education not just as a means to an
end but as a profound journey toward self-discovery and critical thinking.

What Does Edmundson Mean by a Liberal
Education?

At its core, Edmundson sees a liberal education as an invitation to explore the human
condition through a broad spectrum of disciplines—Iliterature, philosophy, history, and the
arts. Unlike vocational training, which focuses narrowly on specific skills for the workforce, a
liberal education encourages students to wrestle with big questions: What is a meaningful
life? How should we engage with society? What does it mean to be a thoughtful, responsible
citizen?

The Shift from Practicality to Purpose

Edmundson critiques the modern tendency to reduce education to its economic utility.
While it’s undeniable that many pursue college degrees for better job prospects, he argues
that this approach overlooks the deeper purpose of education: cultivating the mind and
soul. According to Edmundson, the true “uses” of a liberal education include fostering
intellectual curiosity, nurturing empathy, and developing the capacity to think
independently—skills that transcend any single profession.

Edmundson on Critical Thinking and Intellectual
Freedom

One of the most valuable aspects Edmundson highlights is the role of a liberal education in
sharpening critical thinking. When students engage with challenging texts and diverse
perspectives, they learn to question assumptions and analyze arguments more rigorously.
This intellectual freedom is essential for navigating a world flooded with information,
misinformation, and complex social issues.



Encouraging Independent Thought

Edmundson emphasizes that liberal education pushes students beyond passive absorption
of facts. Instead, it asks them to become active thinkers who can critique, synthesize, and
create new ideas. This process is vital not only for personal growth but also for nurturing
democratic societies where citizens can engage thoughtfully in public discourse.

The Role of Humanities in Edmundson’s Vision

Literature, philosophy, and the humanities are central to Edmundson’s understanding of
liberal education. He believes that these fields offer unique opportunities to explore human
experiences and moral dilemmas, helping students to develop empathy and self-
awareness.

Literature as a Mirror to the Human Experience

Through stories and poetry, students encounter diverse voices and cultures, broadening
their understanding of the world. Edmundson argues that literature teaches us to see life
from multiple viewpoints, fostering compassion and emotional intelligence—qualities that
are crucial in both personal relationships and professional environments.

Philosophy and the Art of Questioning

Philosophy, another pillar of liberal education, trains students to grapple with abstract ideas
and ethical complexities. Edmundson points out that this discipline equips learners with
tools to navigate moral ambiguities and make reasoned decisions, thereby enriching their
personal and civic lives.

Challenges Facing Liberal Education Today

Despite its many benefits, liberal education faces significant headwinds. Edmundson
acknowledges that rising tuition costs, market-driven educational policies, and an
overemphasis on STEM fields have marginalized the humanities and liberal arts programs.

Balancing Career Preparation and Intellectual Growth

A common criticism is that liberal education does not prepare students adequately for the
job market. Edmundson admits that while vocational skills are important, an exclusive focus
on them narrows the educational experience. He advocates for a balanced approach where
students gain practical abilities alongside a well-rounded intellectual foundation.



Reclaiming the Joy of Learning

Another challenge Edmundson discusses is the loss of joy in learning. When education
becomes transactional and goal-oriented, students may miss out on the excitement of
intellectual discovery. He encourages educators and institutions to foster environments
where curiosity and creativity can flourish, rekindling the original spirit of a liberal
education.

Practical Insights from Edmundson on How to
Embrace Liberal Education

For students and educators interested in harnessing the full potential of liberal education,
Edmundson’s perspectives offer actionable guidance.

e Engage Deeply with Texts: Don’t just skim readings; immerse yourself in
challenging material that pushes your thinking.

¢ Question Everything: Cultivate a habit of skepticism and inquiry, even toward your
own beliefs and assumptions.

e Cross Disciplinary Boundaries: Explore subjects outside your major to gain a
broader understanding of the world.

e Participate in Discussions: Engage in debates and conversations that expose you
to diverse viewpoints.

* Reflect on Personal Growth: Use your education as a tool for self-examination and
ethical reflection.

Why Edmundson’s Ideas Matter in Today’s
Educational Landscape

In an age where higher education is often commodified and measured by immediate
economic outcomes, Edmundson on the uses of a liberal education provides a much-
needed reminder of education’s broader mission. His work encourages students to see
learning as a lifelong pursuit that enriches character and broadens horizons beyond the
confines of a paycheck.

Edmundson’s insights remind us that while technology and specialized skills are essential,
the ability to think critically, empathize with others, and engage with complex ideas
remains irreplaceable. These qualities, nurtured by a liberal education, empower individuals
not only to succeed professionally but also to contribute meaningfully to society.



Ultimately, embracing Edmundson’s vision means valuing education as a transformative
experience—one that challenges us, surprises us, and ultimately shapes us into more
thoughtful, informed human beings. This perspective invites educators, students, and
policymakers alike to reconsider what it truly means to be educated in the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central argument of Mark Edmundson in 'On
the Uses of a Liberal Education'?

Mark Edmundson argues that a liberal education is essential for developing critical thinking,
self-reflection, and a deeper understanding of life beyond vocational training.

How does Edmundson define the purpose of a liberal
education?

Edmundson defines the purpose of a liberal education as a means to cultivate the mind,
challenge one's assumptions, and encourage personal and intellectual growth rather than
merely preparing students for careers.

What criticism does Edmundson have regarding
contemporary higher education?

Edmundson criticizes contemporary higher education for focusing too much on job
preparation and technical skills, neglecting the transformative and humanistic aspects of a
liberal education.

According to Edmundson, how does a liberal education
benefit students personally?

A liberal education benefits students personally by fostering self-awareness, helping them
confront fears and insecurities, and encouraging a more meaningful and examined life.

What role do great books and classic literature play in
Edmundson's view of liberal education?

Edmundson believes that great books and classic literature are vital in a liberal education
as they expose students to enduring human questions and provoke deep reflection.

How does Edmundson suggest educators should
approach teaching a liberal education?

Edmundson suggests educators should challenge students, provoke discomfort, and
engage them in passionate and honest discussions to stimulate intellectual and emotional
growth.



Why does Edmundson believe a liberal education is
important in today's society?

Edmundson believes a liberal education is important today because it equips individuals to
think critically, resist conformity, and engage thoughtfully with complex social and ethical
issues.

Additional Resources

Edmundson on the Uses of a Liberal Education: A Critical Examination

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education offers a thought-provoking lens through
which to evaluate the enduring significance and evolving challenges of liberal arts
education in contemporary society. Mark Edmundson, a prominent literary critic and
professor, has been a vocal advocate for the transformative power of a liberal education,
emphasizing its role in cultivating critical thinking, empathy, and intellectual resilience. This
article delves into Edmundson’s perspectives, situating them within broader debates about
the value, relevance, and practical applications of a liberal education in the 21st century.

Understanding Edmundson’s Perspective on
Liberal Education

Mark Edmundson’s reflections on the uses of a liberal education are rooted in a deep
appreciation for the humanities and the classical tradition. According to Edmundson, liberal
education transcends mere vocational training or market-driven skill acquisition. Instead, it
aims to develop well-rounded individuals capable of reflective thought and moral judgment.
He argues that the primary goal of liberal education is not to produce technicians or
specialists but to nurture citizens who can engage meaningfully with complex ideas and
societal issues.

Edmundson critiques the increasing commodification of higher education, where
universities prioritize career preparation and measurable outcomes over intellectual
exploration. In his view, this shift undermines the essence of a liberal education by reducing
it to a transactional experience focused on credentialing rather than personal growth. His
writings suggest that embracing a liberal education means accepting the discomfort of
challenging one’s preconceived notions and confronting difficult questions about identity,
purpose, and values.

The Role of Critical Thinking and Self-Reflection

A central theme in edmundson on the uses of a liberal education is the cultivation of critical
thinking skills. Edmundson posits that liberal education equips students to analyze
arguments rigorously, recognize biases, and engage with diverse perspectives. This
intellectual toolkit is particularly vital in an era characterized by information overload and



ideological polarization.

Moreover, Edmundson highlights the importance of self-reflection as a byproduct of a

liberal education. By encouraging students to question not only external ideas but also their
own beliefs and motivations, liberal education fosters intellectual humility and openness.
This process, he argues, is essential for personal development and for fostering a
democratic society where dialogue and mutual understanding are possible.

Edmundson’s Critique of Contemporary Higher
Education Trends

In his critique, Edmundson addresses the tension between liberal education’s traditional
aims and the current higher education landscape dominated by STEM fields, professional
programs, and market-driven priorities. He acknowledges the undeniable importance of
science and technology in modern economies but warns against neglecting the humanities
and social sciences.

Market Pressures and the Decline of Humanities

Edmundson points out that many institutions have shifted resources away from liberal arts
departments in response to declining enrollment and funding challenges. This trend reflects
a broader societal skepticism about the practical value of humanities degrees, often
perceived as less directly linked to employment opportunities. According to data from the
National Center for Education Statistics, degrees in humanities disciplines have seen a
decline in recent years, while STEM fields have grown significantly.

However, Edmundson argues that this narrow utilitarian approach overlooks the broader
benefits of a liberal education. By focusing solely on immediate job prospects, educational
institutions risk producing graduates who may be technically competent but lack the
capacity for critical analysis, ethical reasoning, and cultural awareness.

Balancing Vocational Training and Intellectual
Development

Edmundson does not dismiss the value of vocational training but advocates for a balanced
approach that integrates liberal education principles. He suggests that even students
pursuing specialized careers benefit from exposure to literature, philosophy, and history,
which provide context and depth to their professional expertise.

This integrative model promotes adaptability and lifelong learning—qualities essential in a
rapidly changing job market. Employers increasingly value soft skills such as
communication, problem-solving, and creativity, all of which are nurtured through a liberal
education framework.



Practical Applications and Societal Impact

The uses of a liberal education extend beyond individual enlightenment to encompass
broader societal benefits. EdOmundson emphasizes that liberal education prepares citizens
to participate actively and thoughtfully in democratic processes. An informed electorate,
capable of critical evaluation of information and policies, is vital for the health of
democratic institutions.

Fostering Civic Engagement and Ethical Awareness

Edmundson on the uses of a liberal education underscores its role in developing civic
responsibility. Courses in ethics, political theory, and cultural studies encourage students to
consider their roles within communities and the ethical implications of their actions. This
perspective aligns with research indicating that liberal arts graduates are often more
engaged in volunteerism and public service.

Enhancing Cultural Literacy and Empathy

Another significant advantage of liberal education is the promotion of cultural literacy and
empathy. By studying diverse literatures, histories, and philosophies, students gain insight
into different human experiences and worldviews. Edmundson argues this exposure is
critical in a globalized world, where intercultural understanding is necessary for
collaboration and conflict resolution.

e Improved communication skills: Liberal education emphasizes writing, discussion,
and argumentation, enhancing students’ ability to articulate ideas clearly.

e Adaptability: Exposure to broad disciplines fosters intellectual flexibility, preparing
graduates for varied careers.

e Ethical decision-making: Engagement with moral philosophy aids in navigating
complex personal and professional dilemmas.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its virtues, the concept of liberal education faces ongoing challenges. Critics argue
that liberal education can be elitist or disconnected from socioeconomic realities. Some
question whether it adequately prepares students for the technical demands of the modern
workforce.

Edmundson acknowledges these critiques but insists that the solution is not to abandon



liberal education but to reaffirm its core principles and adapt its delivery. He warns against
reducing education to narrow metrics of economic return, advocating instead for a model
that values intellectual depth and ethical awareness alongside practical skills.

The Future of Liberal Education in a Digital Age

As technology reshapes education, Edmundson on the uses of a liberal education invites
reflection on how digital tools can enhance rather than diminish liberal learning. Online
resources, interdisciplinary programs, and experiential learning opportunities can broaden
access and enrich the curriculum. However, he cautions that technology should not replace
the personal engagement and critical dialogue that are hallmarks of liberal education.

In summary, Mark Edmundson’s insights provide a compelling argument for the enduring
relevance of liberal education amid shifting educational priorities. His advocacy for critical
thinking, self-reflection, and ethical engagement challenges educators and policymakers to
rethink how higher education serves both individuals and society. The uses of a liberal
education, as Edmundson envisions them, remain vital for cultivating informed, adaptable,
and compassionate citizens equipped to navigate the complexities of the modern world.

Edmundson On The Uses Of A Liberal Education

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Office Hours Cary Nelson, Stephen Watt,
2005-07-08 In a series of stinging analyses, this book examines the current sorry state of higher
education. The second half of the volume offers alternative futures for the academy, visions that
involve academic organizations, public outreach through the internet, faculty unionization, and
campus organizing. Office Hours is a roll-up-your-sleeves look at the avoidable disaster facing the
modern university.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Higher Education and the Practice of Hope
Jeanne Marie Iorio, Clifton S. Tanabe, 2019-07-31 This book examines the restructuring of
universities on the basis of neoliberal models, and provides a vision of the practice of hope in higher
education as a means to counteract this new reality. The authors present a re-imagined version of
Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal” to highlight the absurdity of policy trends and decisions within
higher education and shock people out of indifference towards action. The authors suggest the
‘practice of hope’ as a way to create a system that moves beyond neoliberalism and embraces equity
as commonplace. Providing real-world possibilities of the practice of hope, the book offers
possibilities of what could happen if neoliberalism at the higher education level is counteracted by
the practice of hope.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: New Media, Cultural Studies, and
Critical Theory after Postmodernism R. Samuels, 2009-12-07 This book argues that we have
moved into a new cultural period, automodernity, which represents a social, psychological, and
technological reaction to postmodernity. In fact, by showing how individual autonomy is now being
generated through technological and cultural automation, Samuels posits that we must rethink
modernity and postmodernity.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Teaching and Learning with Cases Laurence
E. Lynn Jr, 1999-01-01 Lynn introduces readers to the case method of instruction popularized by the
John F. Kennedy School of Government and the Harvard Business School. This is a practical,
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process-oriented guide to teaching, writing, and learning with the case method. Lynn integrates
insight from literature with his own extensive experience as a case teacher and writer, and as a
trainer of case teachers and case writers. Lynn selects the broadest possible context for discussing
the use of cases in teaching for maximum appeal to instructors and learners in diverse fields.
edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Handbook of Research on Teacher
Education Marilyn Cochran-Smith, Sharon Feiman-Nemser, D. John Mclntyre, Kelly E. Demers,
2008-02-19 Co-Published by Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group and the Association of Teacher
Educators. The Handbook of Research on Teacher Education was initiated to ferment change in
education based on solid evidence. The publication of the First Edition was a signal event in 1990.
While the preparation of educators was then - and continues to be - the topic of substantial
discussion, there did not exist a codification of the best that was known at the time about teacher
education. Reflecting the needs of educators today, the Third Edition takes a new approach to
achieving the same purpose. Beyond simply conceptualizing the broad landscape of teacher
education and providing comprehensive reviews of the latest research for major domains of practice,
this edition: stimulates a broad conversation about foundational issues brings multiple perspectives
to bear provides new specificity to topics that have been undifferentiated in the past includes diverse
voices in the conversation. The Editors, with an Advisory Board, identified nine foundational issues
and translated them into a set of focal questions: What’s the Point?: The Purposes of Teacher
Education What Should Teachers Know? Teacher Capacities: Knowledge, Beliefs, Skills, and
Commitments Where Should Teachers Be Taught? Settings and Roles in Teacher Education Who
Teaches? Who Should Teach? Teacher Recruitment, Selection, and Retention Does Difference Make
a Difference? Diversity and Teacher Education How Do People Learn to Teach? Who’s in Charge?
Authority in Teacher Education How Do We Know What We Know? Research and Teacher Education
What Good is Teacher Education? The Place of Teacher Education in Teachers’ Education. The
Association of Teacher Educators (ATE) is an individual membership organization devoted solely to
the improvement of teacher education both for school-based and post secondary teacher educators.
For more information on our organization and publications, please visit: www.atel.org
edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: The Experience of Neoliberal Education
Bonnie Urciuoli, 2018-05-22 The college experience is increasingly positioned to demonstrate its
value as a worthwhile return on investment. Specific, definable activities, such as research
experience, first-year experience, and experiential learning, are marketed as delivering precise skill
sets in the form of an individual educational package. Through ethnography-based analysis, the
contributors to this volume explore how these commodified experiences have turned students into
consumers and given them the illusion that they are in control of their investment. They further
reveal how the pressure to plan every move with a constant eye on a demonstrable return has
supplanted traditional approaches to classroom education and profoundly altered the student
experience.
edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Meeting the Challenge Ellen Rose,
1999-03-16 This collection demonstrates how feminist pedagogy can be implemented in a variety of
institutional and disciplinary settings. Unlike most of the current literature, it provides a vast array
of examples of feminist pedagogy in action. It suggests practical ways of creating classroom
environments open to feminist and anti-racist teaching, way feminists at universities can intervene
in community programs and how to apply feminist pedagogy to new challenges such as distance
education, cyberspace, fiscal constraints, and the changing political climate. Meeting the Challenge
also looks to other nations for examples of how to successfully implement feminist pedagogy.
edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Reimagining Popular Notions of
American Intellectualism Kelly Susan Bradbury, 2016-03-02 The image of the lazy,
media-obsessed American, preoccupied with vanity and consumerism, permeates popular culture
and fuels critiques of American education. In Reimagining Popular Notions of American
Intellectualism, Kelly Susan Bradbury challenges this image by examining and reimagining
widespread conceptions of intellectualism that assume intellectual activity is situated solely in elite



institutions of higher education. Bradbury begins by tracing the origins and evolution of the narrow
views of intellectualism that are common in the United States today. Then, applying a more inclusive
and egalitarian definition of intellectualism, she examines the literacy and learning practices of
three nonelite sites of adult public education in the United States: the nineteenth-century lyceum, a
twentieth-century labor college, and a twenty-first-century GED writing workshop. Bradbury argues
that together these three case studies teach us much about literacy, learning, and intellectualism in
the United States over time and place. She concludes the book with a reflection on her own efforts
to aid students in recognizing and resisting the rhetoric of anti-intellectualism that surrounds them
and that influences their attitudes and actions. Drawing on case studies as well as Bradbury’s own
experiences with students, Reimagining Popular Notions of American Intellectualism demonstrates
that Americans have engaged and do engage in the process and exercise of intellectual inquiry,
contrary to what many people believe. Addressing a topic often overlooked by rhetoric, composition,
and literacy studies scholars, it offers methods for helping students reimagine what it means to be
intellectual in the twenty-first century.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Learning from Scant Beginnings John V.
Knapp, 2008 Using the teaching of John Milton as a case study, this book describes how a university
English professor teaches an undergraduate course over a semester. Employing a 'situated learning'
model, the author describes the details of literary learning and student development.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Let's Be Reasonable Jonathan Marks,
2023-01-31 A conservative college professor's compelling defense of liberal education Not so long
ago, conservative intellectuals such as William F. Buckley ]Jr. believed universities were worth
fighting for. Today, conservatives seem more inclined to burn them down. In Let's Be Reasonable,
conservative political theorist and professor Jonathan Marks finds in liberal education an antidote to
this despair, arguing that the true purpose of college is to encourage people to be reasonable—and
revealing why the health of our democracy is at stake. Drawing on the ideas of John Locke and other
thinkers, Marks presents the case for why, now more than ever, conservatives must not give up on
higher education. He recognizes that professors and administrators frequently adopt the language
and priorities of the left, but he explains why conservative nightmare visions of liberal persecution
and indoctrination bear little resemblance to what actually goes on in college classrooms. Marks
examines why advocates for liberal education struggle to offer a coherent defense of themselves
against their conservative critics, and demonstrates why such a defense must rest on the cultivation
of reason and of pride in being reasonable. More than just a campus battlefield guide, Let's Be
Reasonable recovers what is truly liberal about liberal education—the ability to reason for oneself
and with others—and shows why the liberally educated person considers reason to be more than just
a tool for scoring political points.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: From Inquiry to Academic Writing Stuart
Greene, April Lidinsky, 2011-07-06 Academic writing is a conversation — a collaborative exchange of
ideas to pursue new knowledge. From Inquiry to Academic Writing: A Text and Reader demystifies
cross-curricular thinking and writing by breaking it down into a series of comprehensible habits and
skills that students can learn in order to join in. The extensive thematic reader opens up
thought-provoking conversations being held throughout the academy and in the culture at large.
Read the preface.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Judge and be Judged Eric Bain-Selbo,
2006-01-01 Judge and Be Judged offers insights into moral life and moral judgment that aim to help
in understanding our society's tendency towards either fundamentalism or relativism. By examining
the social function of shame, the possibility of cross-cultural understanding, and obstacles to moral
judgment in the classroom, this book charts a path that helps to avoid both fundamentalism and
relativism.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: The Consumer Experience of Higher
Education Deirdre McArdle-Clinton, 2011-11-03 This work examines the philosophy underpinning
current higher education provision. Contemporary culture seems to encourage consumers to



purchase products where the product is shaped by the provider and the input of the consumer is
very limited. Research suggests that students, their perceptions shaped by the educational
experience they have undergone, view education as a commodity and require that information be
packaged for easy consumption. The purpose of this study is to examine the current situation in
education against the backdrop of an emerging trend that sees education as a product and students
as consumers or customers. The literature provides a basis to argue that a qualification now is
frequently a simulacrum while previously it represented knowledge and competency.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: The Social Worlds of Higher Education
Bernice Pescosolido, Ronald Aminzade, 1999-03-22 This is the first comprehensive guide to teaching
in the social sciences ever published. Two complete works in one provides a survey of the larger
institutional context and alternative perspectives on current debates in higher education, as well as
a comprehensive and practical guide to teaching. Contains original essays by leading teachers and
scholars including Craig Calhoun, Teresa Sullivan, Dean Dorn, Paul Baker, Charles Tilly, Howard
Aldrich, Daniel Chambliss, and Mary Romero. The accompanying Fieldguide for Teaching includes
an additional 80 articles, excerpts, teaching tips, exercises, checklists, and overheads covering a
complete spectrum of teaching concerns.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: The Intellectual American Eric B. Olsen,
2018-03-15 In his first collection of essays, author and educator Eric B. Olsen offers the reader a
wide range of analytical thought and cultural criticism. The book opens by examining the history of
film in the twentieth century and then analyzing literature from ancient Greek drama to modern
American poetry, as well as commenting on jazz and popular music. The final group of essays
concerns topics as diverse as climate change, popular culture, religion, anti-intellectualism and
politics. Drawing on a broad base of literary and social criticism, from the philosophical thought of
Plato and Aristotle to the writings of Lionel Trilling and Richard Hofstadter, The Intellectual
American is a work of confident scholarship and the herald of a new voice in American letters.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: The Resistant Writer Charles Paine,
1999-02-11 A cultural history of the origins of composition studies that sheds new light on
contemporary debates regarding the role of rhetoric in student transformation.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: The Blair Reader Laurie G. Kirszner,
Stephen R. Mandell, 1999 This thematic reader offers provocative readings, discussion question, and
writing assignments designed to appeal to students with varied backgrounds and reading levels.
New edition includes approximately 1/3 new readings and new focus sections at end of each chapter
which asks questions and goes into greater depth on a particular issue.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Transmedia Frictions Marsha Kinder, Tara
McPherson, 2021-03-16 Editors Marsha Kinder and Tara McPherson present an authoritative
collection of essays on the continuing debates over medium specificity and the politics of the digital
arts. Comparing the term “transmedia” with “transnational,” they show that the movement beyond
specific media or nations does not invalidate those entities but makes us look more closely at the
cultural specificity of each combination. In two parts, the book stages debates across essays,
creating dialogues that give different narrative accounts of what is historically and ideologically at
stake in medium specificity and digital politics. Each part includes a substantive introduction by one
of the editors. Part 1 examines precursors, contemporary theorists, and artists who are protagonists
in this discursive drama, focusing on how the transmedia frictions and continuities between old and
new forms can be read most productively: N. Katherine Hayles and Lev Manovich redefine medium
specificity, Edward Branigan and Yuri Tsivian explore nondigital precursors, Steve Anderson and
Stephen Mamber assess contemporary archival histories, and Grahame Weinbren and Caroline
Bassett defend the open-ended mobility of newly emergent media. In part 2, trios of essays address
various ideologies of the digital: John Hess and Patricia R. Zimmerman, Herman Gray, and David
Wade Crane redraw contours of race, space, and the margins; Eric Gordon, Cristina Venegas, and
John T. Caldwell unearth database cities, portable homelands, and virtual fieldwork; and Mark B.N.
Hansen, Holly Willis, and Rafael Lozano-Hemmer and Guillermo Gémez-Pefa examine interactive



bodies transformed by shock, gender, and color. An invaluable reference work in the field of visual
media studies, Transmedia Frictions provides sound historical perspective on the social and political
aspects of the interactive digital arts, demonstrating that they are never neutral or innocent.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Death of the Public University? Susan
Wright, Cris Shore, 2017-05-01 Universities have been subjected to continuous government reforms
since the 1980s, to make them ‘entrepreneurial’, ‘efficient’ and aligned to the predicted needs and
challenges of a global knowledge economy. Under increasing pressure to pursue ‘excellence’ and
‘innovation’, many universities are struggling to maintain their traditional mission to be inclusive,
improve social mobility and equality and act as the ‘critic and conscience’ of society. Drawing on a
multi-disciplinary research project, University Reform, Globalisation and Europeanisation (URGE),
this collection analyses the new landscapes of public universities emerging across Europe and the
Asia-Pacific, and the different ways that academics are engaging with them.

edmundson on the uses of a liberal education: Ivory Tower Blues James Cote, Anton L.
Allahar, 2007-05-26 The present state of the university is a difficult issue to comprehend for anyone
outside of the education system. If we are to believe common government reports that changes in
policy are somehow making life easier for university graduates, we cannot help but believe that
things are going right and are getting better in our universities. Ivory Tower Blues gives a decidedly
different picture, examining this optimistic attitude as it impacts upon professors, students, and
administrators in charge of the education system. Ivory Tower Blues is a frank account of the
contemporary university, drawing on the authors’ own research and personal experiences, as well as
on input from students, colleagues, and administrators. James E. Coté and Anton L. Allahar offer an
insider’s account of the university system, an accurate, alternative view to that overwhelmingly
presented to the general public. Throughout, the authors argue that fewer and fewer students are
experiencing their university education in ways expected by their parents and the public. The
majority of students are hampered by insufficient preparation at the secondary school level, lack of
personal motivation, and disillusionment. Contrary to popular opinion, there is no administrative or
governmental procedure in place to maintain standards of education. Ivory Tower Blues is an
in-depth look at the crisis facing Canadian and American universities, the factors that are
precipitating the situation, and the long-term impact this crisis will have on the quality of higher
education.
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What Is Climate Change? - Science@NASA What Is Climate Change? Climate change is a long-
term change in the average weather patterns that have come to define Earth’s local, regional and
global climates. These

Climate change - Wikipedia Present-day climate change includes both global warming —the
ongoing increase in global average temperature —and its wider effects on Earth's climate system.
Climate change in a

Climate change | Definition, Causes, Effects, & Facts | Britannica Climate change, the
periodic modification of Earth’s climate caused by atmospheric changes and the atmosphere’s
interactions with geologic, chemical, biological,

What is climate change? A really simple guide - BBC Climate change is the long-term shift in
the Earth's average temperatures and weather conditions. The world has been warming up quickly
over the past 100 years or so. As

Climate change impacts - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Climate change affects the
environment in many different ways, including rising temperatures, sea level rise, drought, flooding,
and more. These events affect things that we

Climate Change | US EPA Comprehensive information from U.S. EPA on issues of climate
change, global warming, including climate change science, greenhouse gas emissions data,
frequently asked

Progress of Global Climate Change 2 days ago Progress of human-induced and observed global
warming, greenhouse gas emissions, the remaining carbon budget, and sea levels. Relevant to the
Paris Agreement,

Climate Change - National Geographic Society Climate change is a long-term shift in global or
regional climate patterns. Often climate change refers specifically to the rise in global temperatures
from the mid-20th century

Climate Change 101 - Cornell University Learn about key concepts related to climate change,
including its human-driven causes, the impacts on the environment and health, and the solutions
needed to reduce its effects

What Is Climate Change? | United Nations - (J[JJ0000 00000 Climate change refers to long-term




shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. Such shifts can be natural, due to changes in the sun’s
activity or large volcanic eruptions. But since the 1800s,
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