don t squat with your spurs on

Don’t Squat With Your Spurs On: What This Old Saying Really Means

don t squat with your spurs on is a phrase many have heard before, often tossed around in
cowboy circles or Western movies, but it carries a much deeper meaning beyond just a quirky piece
of cowboy wisdom. This saying serves as a metaphor and a practical reminder about being mindful
of how our actions can affect ourselves and others. Whether you’re familiar with ranch life or just
curious about the phrase’s origin and implications, understanding why you shouldn’t squat with your
spurs on offers insightful lessons applicable to everyday life.

The Origin of "Don’t Squat With Your Spurs On"

The phrase “don’t squat with your spurs on” originates from cowboy culture, where spurs are metal
tools attached to boots used to encourage horses to move. Spurs have small, pointed rowels that can
be sharp and dangerous if not handled carefully. For a cowboy, squatting or sitting down with spurs
on could cause injury, either to themselves or others around them.

Practical Reasons Behind the Saying

Imagine a cowboy coming off his horse and deciding to squat down to inspect something or tie a
bootlace. If he forgets to remove his spurs, those sharp points could dig into his own legs or damage
equipment. Beyond personal injury, spurs can also scratch or hurt others nearby, such as fellow
cowboys, horses, or even innocent bystanders.

This practical wisdom became an idiom used figuratively to caution people about taking careless
actions that could cause unnecessary harm. It’s a reminder to be aware of your environment and
mindful of the potential consequences before you act.

Applying “Don’t Squat With Your Spurs On” in Daily
Life
While the phrase comes from a very specific context, its message resonates far beyond the ranch.

It’s about thinking before you act, avoiding situations where you could “hurt yourself” or others by
being reckless or inattentive.

Think Before You Act

In today’s fast-paced world, impulsivity often leads to mistakes. Just like squatting with spurs on
could lead to injury, making quick decisions without proper thought can result in unintended
consequences. Whether it’s in personal relationships, professional environments, or everyday tasks,



pausing to consider your actions can save you from unnecessary trouble.

Be Mindful of Your Surroundings

The cowboy had to be aware of his spurs and the dangers they posed in close quarters. Similarly,
being mindful of your environment—whether physical, social, or digital—helps you avoid pitfalls. For
instance, in the workplace, “don’t squat with your spurs on” could translate to not jumping into a
project without fully understanding the risks involved.

Lessons from Cowboy Culture for Modern Life

Cowboy culture is rich with practical wisdom that extends into broader life lessons. The spurs on a
cowboy’s boots symbolize tools or habits that, while useful, require careful handling.

Respect Your Tools and Habits

Just as spurs are essential for guiding horses but can be harmful if misused, our personal habits,
skills, and tools need respect and proper use. Whether it’s social media, technology, or even
communication styles, knowing when and how to use these tools prevents problems.

Balance Confidence with Caution

Cowboys often had to be confident riders, yet they also needed to be cautious about their gear and
surroundings. This balance is crucial in life. Confidence without caution can lead to reckless
behavior, whereas caution without confidence might hold you back. The phrase encourages finding
that middle ground—being bold but not careless.

How to Avoid “Squatting With Your Spurs On” in Real
Situations

If we translate this wisdom into actionable advice, it’s about preparation, awareness, and prudence.
e Prepare Properly: Before diving into any task, gather the necessary information and ensure
you have the right tools or mindset.

* Remove Potential Hazards: Like taking off spurs before sitting, identify and mitigate any
risks that might cause harm.

e Stay Present: Pay attention to your surroundings and the people involved to avoid accidental



harm or misunderstandings.

¢ Ask for Guidance: When unsure, seek advice from those with experience rather than making
assumptions.

¢ Reflect on Past Mistakes: Learn from your errors to avoid repeating them, much like a
cowboy learns not to squat with spurs after a painful experience.

The Broader Cultural Impact of the Saying

Beyond its practical and metaphorical meaning, “don’t squat with your spurs on” has seeped into
popular culture, representing a rugged, no-nonsense approach to life. It’s a phrase that conjures
images of the Old West, resilience, and self-reliance, but it also carries universal wisdom.

Many people today use the phrase humorously or seriously to remind themselves and others about
avoiding unnecessary risks. It’s often cited in leadership training, self-help discussions, and even
business strategies as a colorful way to stress the importance of foresight.

In Leadership and Teamwork

Leaders who embody this principle encourage their teams to think through decisions carefully and
avoid pitfalls that could derail progress. It’s a reminder to avoid “jumping the gun” or making rash
moves without fully understanding the situation.

In Personal Development

On a personal level, adopting the mindset of not squatting with your spurs on means cultivating self-
awareness and emotional intelligence. It’s about recognizing when your actions might cause
unintended harm and adjusting your behavior accordingly.

Why This Old Saying Still Matters Today

In a world brimming with distractions and rapid changes, the simplicity of cowboy wisdom like
“don’t squat with your spurs on” offers a grounding perspective. It teaches us the value of caution
intertwined with confidence, the importance of being prepared, and the need to respect both
ourselves and those around us.

Next time you face a decision, big or small, imagine the cowboy squatting carefully after removing
his spurs. That mental image can serve as a gentle nudge to pause, assess, and proceed
wisely—helping you avoid unnecessary stumbles and keeping you on steady footing.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'Don't squat with your spurs on' mean?

It is a humorous saying advising people not to do something in a way that will cause harm to
themselves, similar to saying 'don't make things harder for yourself.' Literally, it means avoid sitting
down while wearing spurs to prevent injury.

Where does the phrase 'Don't squat with your spurs on'
originate from?

The phrase originates from cowboy culture in the American West, where wearing spurs was common
and squatting with them on could cause injury or discomfort.

Is 'Don't squat with your spurs on' used only in cowboy
culture?

No, while it comes from cowboy culture, the phrase is often used metaphorically in everyday
language to warn against making unwise or self-defeating decisions.

How can 'Don't squat with your spurs on' be applied in
everyday life?

It can be applied as advice to think ahead and avoid actions that will cause unnecessary problems or
harm, such as rushing into decisions without preparation.

Are there similar sayings to 'Don't squat with your spurs on'?

Yes, similar sayings include 'Don't shoot yourself in the foot' and 'Look before you leap,' all advising
caution to avoid self-inflicted problems.

Can 'Don't squat with your spurs on' be used in professional
settings?

Yes, it can be used humorously or seriously in professional settings to caution colleagues against
actions that might backfire or create avoidable issues.

What is a practical example of 'Don't squat with your spurs
on'?

A practical example is advising someone not to send an angry email without reviewing it first, as it
might damage relationships or reputations.



Is 'Don't squat with your spurs on' considered a common
idiom?

While not as common as other idioms, it is recognized in some regions, especially in the southern
United States, and among those familiar with cowboy culture.

How can understanding this phrase improve communication?

Understanding this phrase can help convey warnings or advice in a memorable and culturally rich
way, adding humor and clarity to cautionary messages.

Are there visual or cultural references associated with 'Don't
squat with your spurs on'?

Yes, it often conjures images of cowboys in the Old West, emphasizing ruggedness and practical
wisdom gained from experience with horses and ranch work.

Additional Resources
Don’t Squat With Your Spurs On: Understanding the Meaning and Practical Implications

don t squat with your spurs on is an expression that carries more weight than its literal
interpretation might suggest. Originating from cowboy and equestrian culture, this phrase has
transcended its rustic roots to become an idiomatic piece of advice applicable in various contexts. At
its core, it serves as a cautionary directive against engaging in actions that could cause self-inflicted
harm or complications due to negligence or oversight. This article delves into the origins,
interpretations, and practical implications of the phrase, analyzing why the advice remains relevant
today and how it can be applied beyond its traditional milieu.

Origins and Literal Context of “Don’t Squat With Your
Spurs On”

The phrase “don’t squat with your spurs on” originates from cowboy culture, where spurs are metal
tools attached to riding boots, used to cue horses. Spurs typically have small, sharp points or rowels
that can cause injury if misused. When a cowboy squats or bends his knees without removing these
spurs, there is a tangible risk of damaging clothing, equipment, or even causing personal injury.

This literal interpretation underscores the importance of situational awareness and
caution—qualities highly valued in ranching and riding disciplines. Cowboys learned through
experience that squatting with spurs on could lead to torn chaps, scratched saddles, or worse, injury
to themselves or others. Over time, the phrase evolved into a metaphorical aphorism used to caution
against reckless or careless behavior.



The Practical Risks of Wearing Spurs in Close Quarters

From a practical standpoint, spurs are designed for use while mounted on horseback, where they
serve as communication tools rather than weapons. Wearing spurs while dismounted and engaging
in activities like squatting or kneeling introduces unnecessary hazards:

e Physical injury: The sharp points of spurs can cut or puncture the wearer’s legs or hands
during movement.

e Damage to gear: Spurs may tear clothing or scratch leather saddle equipment when in close
contact.

¢ Potential harm to others: In crowded environments or group work, accidental contact with
spurs can cause injury to peers or animals.

These considerations highlight why the phrase serves as practical advice within cowboy culture and
beyond.

Metaphorical Interpretations and Broader Usage

Beyond the literal, “don’t squat with your spurs on” has permeated various aspects of language as a
metaphor for avoiding unnecessary risks or self-sabotage. It is often invoked in professional, social,
or personal contexts to emphasize the importance of preparation, prudence, and foresight.

In Business and Professional Settings

In corporate or entrepreneurial environments, the phrase can be interpreted as a reminder to avoid
actions that might cause internal problems or derail progress. For example:

¢ Addressing internal conflicts: Taking on challenging tasks or negotiations without first
resolving underlying disputes can be likened to “squatting with spurs on.”

¢ Risk management: Launching a new project without adequate preparation or safeguards
increases the likelihood of failure or “self-inflicted wounds.”

e Personal conduct: Engaging in careless behavior, like sharing sensitive information
prematurely, may harm one’s reputation or career trajectory.

This metaphorical use encourages professionals to assess potential risks and prepare adequately
before taking action.



In Personal Development and Lifestyle Choices

On an individual level, the phrase warns against actions that may complicate one’s circumstances
unnecessarily. For instance, making impulsive decisions without considering long-term
consequences can be seen as “squatting with your spurs on.” It advocates for mindfulness and
strategic thinking, encouraging people to:

e Evaluate the potential impact of their choices.

e Prioritize safety and well-being in physical and emotional contexts.

e Recognize when it is prudent to pause or adjust before proceeding.

Such advice can be particularly valuable in managing stress, relationships, or health-related
decisions.

Comparisons with Similar Cautionary Proverbs

“Don’t squat with your spurs on” shares thematic similarities with other idioms emphasizing caution
and risk avoidance. Comparing these can provide deeper insight into its utility and cultural
resonance.

¢ “Look before you leap”: Both phrases stress the importance of assessing risks before acting,
though the spurs idiom implies direct physical consequences.

e “Don’t shoot yourself in the foot”: This closely parallels the idea of self-inflicted harm
through careless behavior.

e “Measure twice, cut once”: Emphasizes thorough preparation to prevent mistakes, aligning
with the advice embedded in the spurs expression.

These comparisons underscore the universal recognition of prudence as a valuable trait across
cultures and professions.

Why “Don’t Squat With Your Spurs On” Stands Out

Unlike more generic proverbs, this phrase carries a vivid, tangible image rooted in a specific cultural
practice. Its specificity makes it memorable and impactful, particularly in communities familiar with
equestrian or cowboy traditions. Additionally, the phrase’s visual nature aids in conveying the
consequences of reckless behavior more effectively than abstract warnings.



Practical Advice for Applying the Principle Today

In modern contexts, the admonition to “don’t squat with your spurs on” can be translated into
actionable guidelines for minimizing unnecessary risks and promoting thoughtful behavior.

Risk Assessment and Preparation

Before undertaking any task, especially those involving complex variables or potential hazards, it is
wise to conduct a thorough risk assessment. This includes:

1. Identifying possible pitfalls and obstacles.
2. Ensuring that all necessary tools and protective measures are in place.

3. Consulting with experts or colleagues to gain additional perspectives.

Such preparation can prevent “spur-related” complications in any professional or personal endeavor.

Mindfulness in Physical Activities

For those engaged in physical labor, outdoor activities, or sports, the literal advice remains
pertinent. Wearing gear improperly or neglecting safety protocols can lead to injury. For example:

e Removing or adjusting equipment to suit the task at hand prevents accidents.
e Being aware of one’s environment and movements reduces the risk of harm.

e Regular maintenance and inspection of gear ensure functionality and safety.

This approach aligns with occupational health standards and enhances overall safety.

Communication and Social Interactions

In social or workplace scenarios, the metaphor extends to how individuals communicate and
interact. Avoiding impulsive remarks, respecting boundaries, and understanding the consequences
of one’s words and actions reflect the wisdom of not “squatting with your spurs on.”



Balancing Caution and Action

While the phrase warns against recklessness, it does not advocate for paralysis by analysis. The
essence lies in balancing caution with decisive action. Being overly cautious can lead to missed
opportunities, just as ignoring risks can result in avoidable problems.

Professionals and individuals alike benefit from cultivating discernment—knowing when to proceed
confidently and when to pause and prepare. This nuanced approach ensures productivity and safety
coexist harmoniously.

As a piece of enduring advice, “don’t squat with your spurs on” invites reflection on how
preparedness, awareness, and prudence underpin successful outcomes across diverse arenas.
Whether interpreted literally or figuratively, it serves as a compelling reminder that thoughtful
action is often the best form of protection.

Don T Squat With Your Spurs On

don t squat with your spurs on: Don't Squat With Your Spurs On Texas Bix Bender,
2010-07-29 With over three million copies sold, this collection of cowboy wisdom and words to live
by is “worthy of a book rustler” (South Bend Tribune). In the tradition of humorist Will Rogers, Don’t
Squat with Your Spurs On takes a look at life through the eyes of the cowboy. It’s filled with quips
and quotes that represent the Code of the West, like: “Always drink upstream from the herd” and
“The easiest way to eat crow is while it's still warm. The colder it gets, the harder it is to swallow.” A
modern classic, it’s full of good laughs—and good old-fashioned wisdom.

don t squat with your spurs on: Don't Squat with Your Spurs on Texas Bix Beder, 19??

don t squat with your spurs on: Don't Squat with Yer Spurs On! Texas Bix Bender, 1992 An
illustrated collection of axioms about the life and philosophy of the cowboy.

don t squat with your spurs on: Don't Squat With Yer Spurs On! Karen E. Bender, 1997-08-01

don t squat with your spurs on: Don't Squat With Your Spurs On, Volume No. 2 Texas Bix
Bender, 2020-05-29 More Western wit, wisdom, and words to live by! Whether the glass is half
empty or half full depends on whether you're drinking or pouring. A stranger's business ain't yours.
We might not be so bad off if we had a little less of everything. Henry Ward Beecher said the
common sense of one century is the common sense of the next. This follow-up the
multimillion-selling collection of cowboy wit and wisdom shares the sorts of sayings and
observations that get handed down from generation to generation—and that provide not only belly
laughs but plenty of sage advice.

don t squat with your spurs on: Stop Squatting With Your Spurs On Angel Tucker,
2010-11-01 Designed to give the reader “people reading power” Stop Squatting With Your Spurs On
makes it easy to identify different personality types by spelling out their compelling differences and
giving you the tips and tricks needed to become bilingual in personalities. Angel Tucker's writing
style is informative, yet entertaining and you'll see yourself or someone you know in every page! The
reader will never again experience trouble communicating if they apply the easy principles taught in
Stop Squatting With Your Spurs On.

don t squat with your spurs on: Wired and Dangerous Chip R. Bell, John R. Patterson,
2011-05-30 Customers today are picky, fickle, and vocal, and all about me vain. They now have an
enormous variety of services and products to choose from, with unprecedented access to information
and reviews.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-141/don-t-squat-with-your-spurs-on.pdf

don t squat with your spurs on: Make 'Em Laugh & Take Their Money Dan S. Kennedy,
2010-04-27 A successful entrepreneur, speaker, and marketing copywriter shows you how to wield
the persuasive, profit-making power of humor. People buy more and buy more happily when in good
humor. Understanding humor and being able to effectively use it for your sales and persuasion
purposes is a powerful advantage. Drawn from thirty years' experience as a popular professional
speaker, author of thirteen books, columnist and advertising copywriter, Dan Kennedy looks at
humor as an instrument of influence. Anyone who must speak or write to a public audience will find
fodder here. Whether you deliver speeches, seminars, or group sales presentations; serve as
toastmaster at events; or write advertisements, sales letters, or newsletters, this book offers
thoughtful insight, practical strategies, and simple shortcuts to help you be confident and adept at
being funny with a purpose. (Even if you're not all that funny.) Note: this book contains adult
material and may not be suitable for minors. Or for the easily offended.

don t squat with your spurs on: Teaching Lifetime Outdoor Pursuits Jeff Steffen, Jim
Stiehl, 2010 Do you want to help your middle and high school students become more resilient and
patient, acquire new skills, and sharpen their problem-solving abilities while feeling competent and
good about themselves? If you do, then TeachingLifetime Outdoor Pursuits is the ideal tool for you.
Editors Jeff Steffen and Jim Stiehl are nationally known physical educators with extensive experience
in outdoor education teaching and teacher training. They brought together some of the nation's
foremost experts in specific outdoor pursuits--such as bouldering, caving, rock climbing, and
orienteering--to craft a book designed for physical educators who either have outdoor programs or
who want to use outdoor activities in their traditional PE programs. The 12 topics included in
Teaching Lifetime Outdoor Pursuits represent the outdoor pursuits that show the greatest growth in
traditional PE programs. With each pursuit, students can challenge themselves and spend time
outside of the customary classroom context while sharing an adventure with their teachers that can
create a profoundly different student-teacher relationship. Teaching Lifetime Outdoor Pursuits is a
comprehensive resource whose ideas and content can be incorporated into a traditional PE program
regardless of geographic location. The activities for each pursuit align with NASPE content
standards. For each pursuit, you are given detailed information on equipment needed, basic skills
and techniques required, teaching strategies, safety considerations, and additional resources. In
addition, Teaching Lifetime Outdoor Pursuits offers * clear instruction on what to teach, how to
teach it, and how to assess student learning; * an attached CD-ROM that supplies objectives, sample
lessons, sample assessments, and universal programming ideas for each outdoor pursuit presented
in the book; and * information to help you advocate for adding outdoor activities to your program.
This authoritative resource will help you leave no child inside as you teach pursuits that not only get
kids outside now but also help them develop a lifetime habit of outdoor enjoyment.

don t squat with your spurs on: American Cowboy , 1996-07 Published for devotees of the
cowboy and the West, American Cowboy covers all aspects of the Western lifestyle, delivering the
best in entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion, food,
horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography and
you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic that
is the great American West.

don t squat with your spurs on: Wired and Dangerous John R. Patterson, Chip R. Bell,
2011-08-19 In an era of economic stress, rapid change, and social networking, customers are
distracted, disgruntled, and harder to please than ever. Picky, Fickle, Vocal, Wired, and Vain - they
have very little tolerance for error and are ready to spread the word quickly over the internet when
things go wrong. If a company s customer service doesn t adapt ...

don t squat with your spurs on: Horse Sense Texas Bix Bender, 2000-02 The author of the
best-selling cowboy-humor classic DON'T SQUAT WITH YER SPURS ON! now gives us straight talk
from the horse's mouth. The pages are packed with such life- (and horse-) related quips such as: For
every mile of bad road you travel, there's two miles of ditch you're staying out of and If you look a
gift horse in the mouth, you could lose a nose.



don t squat with your spurs on: Take Their Breath Away Chip R. Bell, John R. Patterson,
2009-04-29 Praise for Take Their Breath Away Are you bored? We're so spoiled that when something
is merely good enough, we just walk away. Chip and John explain that the surefire method for
growth and customer loyalty is simple: don't be boring. —Seth Godin, author of Purple Cow and
Tribes Take Their Breath Away shows how legendary customer service delivery can win and keep
devoted customers for life. I LUV this fantastic book. —Colleen Barrett, President Emeritus,
Southwest Airlines Company No one knows more about creating profit through service than Chip
and John. If you want to know the best way to do it, read Take Their Breath Away. The examples in
this book will certainly start your creative juices flowing and help your organization take your
customers' breath away. —Howard Beharformer, former president, Starbucks Coffee International.

don t squat with your spurs on: Who Killed the Pinup Queen? Toni L. P. Kelner, 2010-01-05
New from the Agatha Award-winning author... Entertainment reporter Tilda Harper has to pin down
a pinup queen's killer. Freelance reporter Tilda Harper is working on two articles
simultaneously-one about a former pinup model and one about an old Western show. But when she
discovers the pinup queen brutally murdered, she finds that the two stories may have some
disturbing connections.

don t squat with your spurs on: Dishonorable Passions William N. Eskridge Jr., 2008-05-01
From the Pentagon to the wedding chapel, there are few issues more controversial today than gay
rights. As William Eskridge persuasively demonstrates in Dishonorable Passions, there is nothing
new about this political and legal obsession. The American colonies and the early states prohibited
sodomy as the crime against nature, but rarely punished such conduct if it took place behind closed
doors. By the twentieth century, America’s emerging regulatory state targeted degenerates and
(later) homosexuals. The witch hunts of the McCarthy era caught very few Communists but ruined
the lives of thousands of homosexuals. The nation’s sexual revolution of the 1960s fueled a social
movement of people seeking repeal of sodomy laws, but it was not until the Supreme Court’s
decision in Lawrence v. Texas (2003) that private sex between consenting adults was decriminalized.
With dramatic stories of both the hunted (Walt Whitman and Margaret Mead) and the hunters (Earl
Warren and J. Edgar Hoover), Dishonorable Passions reveals how American sodomy laws affected
the lives of both homosexual and heterosexual Americans. Certain to provoke heated debate,
Dishonorable Passions is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of sexuality and its
regulation in the United States

don t squat with your spurs on: Hats and the Cowboys Who Wear Them Texas Bix Bender,
2002 $6.95 paper - 1-58685-191-8 4™ x 6 () in, 96 pp, Line Illustrations Throughout, Rights: W,
Western Humor A western humor classic is back! Hats & the Cowboys Who Wear Them, by
celebrated western humorist Texas Bix Bender, reveals in hilarious detail the personality profiles of
the cowfolk underneath their hats. In fact, Bender cautions, choosing a cowboy hat should be done
with much care because it tells just exactly who you are. The manwho wears a Cattleman's style, for
instance, likes to sing in the shower, in his truck and under women's balconies. He hopes to get a
recordin' contract. After all, George Strait wears a Cattleman, and look what it did for him. Bender
covers forty other traditional cowboy hat designs, imparting similar jewels of western-tinged wisdom
for each. He also takes care to rope in all the trimmings, addressing hatbands, feathers, and the
dangers of hat hair in this laugh-out-loud little book. Revised with all-new illustrations, Hats & the
Cowboys Who Wear Them is one more uproarious volume from a sure-selling humorist. Texas Bix
Bender is the author of Gibbs Smith, Publisher's Don't Squat . . . series of books. Now a
million-selling author, he has worked as a writer for television. He lives just outside Nashville,
Tennessee.

don t squat with your spurs on: Words from the Wise Rosemarie Jarski, 2007-11-17 This
compendium of enlightening phrases from society's best and brightest is as enjoyable as it is...

don t squat with your spurs on: Dictionary of Authentic American Proverbs Wolfgang Mieder,
2021-09-17 Dictionary of Authentic American Proverbs offers a comprehensive reference guide for
distinctly American proverbs. Compiled by Wolfgang Mieder, a key figure in the field of proverb



studies, this compendium features nearly 1,500 proverbs with American origins, spanning the 17th
century to present day, including a scholarly introduction exploring the history of proverbs in
America, the structure and variants of these proverbs, known authors and sources, and cultural
values expressed in these proverbs. Along with a comprehensive bibliography of proverb collections
and interpretive scholarship, this dictionary offers a glimpse into the history of American social and
cultural attitudes through uniquely American language.

don t squat with your spurs on: The Last Ride of the Pony Express Will Grant, 2023-06-06
Spellbinding (Douglas Preston) and completely fascinating (Elizabeth Letts), cowboy and journalist
Will Grant takes us on an epic and authentic horseback journey into the modern West on an
adventure of a lifetime. The Last Ride of the Pony Express boldly illuminates both our mythic
fascination with the Pony Express, and how its spirit continues to this day. The Pony Express was a
fast-horse frontier mail service that spanned the American West— the high, dry, and undeniably
lonesome part of North America. While in operation during the 1860s, it carried letter mail on a
blistering ten-day schedule between Missouri and San Francisco, running through a vast and mostly
uninhabited wilderness. It covered a massive distance—akin to running horses between Madrid and
Moscow— and to this day, the Pony Express is irrefutably the greatest display of American
horsemanship to ever color the pages of a history book. Though the Pony Express has enjoyed a lot
of traction over the years, among the authors that have attempted to encapsulate it, none have ever
ridden it themselves. While most scholars would look for answers inside a library, Will Grant looks
for his between the ears of a horse. Inspired by the likes of Mark Twain, Sir Richard Burton, and
Horace Greeley, all of whom traveled throughout the developing West, Will Grant returned to his
roots: he would ride the trail himself with his two horses, Chicken Fry and Badger, from one end to
the other. Will Grant captures the spirit of the west in a way that few writers have. Along with rich
encounters with the ranchers, farmers, historians, and businessmen who populate the trail, his
exploits on horseback offer an intimate portrait of how the West has evolved from the rough and
tumble 19th century to the present, and it’s written with such intimacy that you’ll feel as though
you're riding right alongside of him. Along the way, he fights off wild mustangs wanting to steal his
horses in Utah, camps with Peruvian sheepherders in the mountains, and even spends three days
riding under the Top Gun aviator school in Nevada, which are just a handful of extraordinary tales
Will Grant unveils as he makes his way across the treacherous and, at times, thrilling landscape of
the known and unknown American West. The Last Ride of the Pony Express is a uniquely tenacious
tale of adventure by a native son of the West who defies most modern conveniences to compass
some two thousand miles on horseback. The result is an unforgettable narrative that will forever
change how you see the West, the Pony Express, and America as a whole.

don t squat with your spurs on: The Courage to be a Stepmom Sue Patton Thoele, 2003
Who's taking care of me? Popular author, psychotherapist, mother, and stepmother Sue Patton
Thoele has the answer to that question. She offers practical advice and emotional support for women
who find themselves in transitional families -- but it's not the usual nuts and bolts advice about such
issues as dealing with hostile ex-wives or learning to effectively discipline. Instead, Thoele's book is
the first to focus on stepmothers' unique emotional and spiritual needs.
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3. (cap.) an Italian title of address, esp. for a

Don, n.! & adj. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English There are eight meanings
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