
cuckoo song frances hardinge
Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge: A Journey into Dark Fantasy and Intricate Storytelling

cuckoo song frances hardinge is a phrase that immediately evokes curiosity among fans of young
adult fiction and fantasy literature. Frances Hardinge, known for her richly woven narratives and
imaginative worlds, delivered a masterpiece with "Cuckoo Song," a novel that blends mystery,
folklore, and psychological depth. This book stands out not only as a captivating read but also as an
exploration of identity, memory, and what it means to be human.

If you’ve encountered "Cuckoo Song" or are considering diving into its pages, you’ll find that
Hardinge’s storytelling is as haunting as it is beautiful. Let’s explore what makes "Cuckoo Song" a
unique contribution to contemporary fantasy and why it continues to captivate readers.

What is Cuckoo Song by Frances Hardinge About?

At its core, "Cuckoo Song" is a dark fairy tale wrapped in a mystery. The story follows Triss, a young
girl who wakes up in a hospital with no memory of who she is or what has happened to her. As she
begins to piece together fragments of her identity, Triss discovers that she is not entirely human,
and the world around her is far stranger and more dangerous than she could have imagined.

Frances Hardinge expertly crafts a narrative that intertwines elements of folklore and fantasy with
psychological intrigue. The plot gradually unfolds, revealing secrets about Triss’s past and the
sinister forces that threaten her future. The novel delves into themes of transformation, belonging,
and the struggle between light and darkness, all wrapped in Hardinge’s signature lyrical prose.

The Role of Folklore and Myth in Cuckoo Song

One of the most compelling aspects of "Cuckoo Song" is how it draws on traditional folklore,
particularly the idea of changelings and otherworldly creatures that blur the line between human
and fae. Hardinge uses these motifs not merely as fanciful backdrops but as integral parts of the
story’s emotional and thematic fabric.

The cuckoo bird itself, known for laying its eggs in the nests of other birds, serves as a metaphor for
identity and displacement, which resonates throughout Triss’s journey. This mythological
underpinning enriches the novel, offering readers layers of meaning to unpack alongside the
unfolding mystery.

Frances Hardinge’s Writing Style and Its Impact on
Cuckoo Song

Anyone familiar with Frances Hardinge’s work knows her writing stands apart for its intricate



language and vivid imagery. In "Cuckoo Song," this style reaches new heights, balancing poetic
descriptions with moments of eerie suspense.

Her ability to create a richly atmospheric setting immerses readers fully into Triss’s world. The
prose can be dense and challenging, but this complexity adds to the novel’s depth, encouraging
readers to slow down and savor each sentence.

Characterization and Emotional Depth

Triss is a highly nuanced protagonist. Her fragmented memories and uncertain identity make her
both relatable and mysterious. Hardinge invests deeply in character development, allowing readers
to empathize with Triss’s confusion, fear, and determination.

Supporting characters are equally well-crafted, each contributing to the story’s tension and
emotional resonance. The relationships Triss forms highlight themes of trust, betrayal, and the
search for belonging.

Why Cuckoo Song Stands Out in Young Adult Fantasy

In a genre crowded with typical tropes, "Cuckoo Song" offers something refreshingly different. It
does not rely on straightforward quests or battles but on psychological exploration and subtle world-
building. This nuanced approach appeals to readers who crave complexity and originality.

The Dark Fantasy Element

"Cuckoo Song" fits firmly within the dark fantasy subgenre, where magical elements coexist with
darker themes like identity crisis, loss, and the uncanny. The novel’s mood oscillates between
wonder and unease, which keeps readers engaged and emotionally invested.

Exploration of Identity and Memory

A central theme that resonates with many readers is the exploration of selfhood. Triss’s amnesia and
her struggle to understand who she is serve as metaphors for adolescent self-discovery and the
challenges of growing up. This psychological depth elevates the novel beyond a simple fantasy
adventure.

Reading Tips for Enjoying Cuckoo Song

If you’re about to embark on the journey through "Cuckoo Song," here are some tips to enhance your
experience:



Take your time: Frances Hardinge’s prose is rich and detailed. Don’t rush through; savor the
language to fully appreciate the atmosphere.

Pay attention to symbolism: Birds, music, and the natural world are recurring motifs that
deepen the story’s meaning.

Reflect on themes: Think about how the novel explores concepts like identity,
transformation, and belonging. These themes are woven intricately into the narrative.

Discuss with others: "Cuckoo Song" is a great book for book clubs or online discussions,
given its layered storytelling and complex characters.

The Place of Cuckoo Song in Frances Hardinge’s
Bibliography

"Cuckoo Song" is often praised as a standout work in Hardinge’s impressive catalog. Known for titles
like "The Shadow Cabinet" and "The Lie Tree," Hardinge consistently delivers stories that challenge
young readers intellectually and emotionally.

This novel, in particular, highlights her growth as a writer, showcasing her ability to blend darkness
and whimsy, reality and fantasy. It has cemented her reputation as one of the most innovative voices
in contemporary young adult literature.

Comparisons with Other Works

While "Cuckoo Song" shares thematic similarities with Hardinge’s other books—such as the
exploration of hidden truths and complex characters—it stands apart due to its more intense
psychological elements and unique narrative structure. Fans of Hardinge’s work often find this novel
to be one of her most haunting and memorable.

Why Readers Keep Coming Back to Cuckoo Song

The enduring appeal of "Cuckoo Song" lies in its ability to resonate on multiple levels. It’s a story
about a girl, but also about the universal quest to find one’s place in a confusing and sometimes
frightening world.

Readers appreciate the poetic quality of Hardinge’s writing, the intricate plotting, and the way the
novel pushes boundaries within the young adult genre. The blend of folklore, mystery, and emotional
depth ensures that "Cuckoo Song" remains a beloved and frequently recommended book.

Whether you’re a long-time fan of Frances Hardinge or new to her writing, "Cuckoo Song" offers a
memorable journey into a world where nothing is quite as it seems—and where the true song is one



of discovery and courage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Cuckoo Song' by Frances Hardinge?
'Cuckoo Song' follows a young girl named Triss who wakes up after an illness to find that something
is very wrong with her body and identity. As she uncovers dark secrets about her family and herself,
she navigates a mysterious and eerie world filled with magic and danger.

Who is the main character in 'Cuckoo Song' and what
challenges does she face?
The main character is Triss, a twelve-year-old girl who discovers she is part changeling. She
struggles with her altered identity and the threat posed by sinister forces seeking to control her fate.

What themes are explored in Frances Hardinge's 'Cuckoo
Song'?
The novel explores themes such as identity, self-discovery, family secrets, the nature of reality, and
the struggle between good and evil, all wrapped in a dark fairy tale atmosphere.

Is 'Cuckoo Song' appropriate for middle-grade readers?
Yes, 'Cuckoo Song' is targeted towards middle-grade readers, typically ages 10-14, although its dark
and complex themes may appeal to older readers as well.

How is Frances Hardinge's writing style in 'Cuckoo Song'
described?
Frances Hardinge's writing in 'Cuckoo Song' is often praised for its rich, atmospheric prose,
intricate plotting, and the ability to create a haunting and immersive fairy tale world.

Has 'Cuckoo Song' by Frances Hardinge won any awards?
Yes, 'Cuckoo Song' has received critical acclaim and was shortlisted for several awards, including
the British Book Awards and the Carnegie Medal.

Are there any adaptations of 'Cuckoo Song' available?
As of now, there are no official film or television adaptations of 'Cuckoo Song', but the novel remains
popular among readers and there is interest in potential adaptations in the future.



Additional Resources
Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

cuckoo song frances hardinge stands out as a remarkable work in contemporary young adult
literature, blending elements of fantasy, mystery, and psychological depth. Frances Hardinge,
renowned for her imaginative storytelling and richly woven narratives, delivers a novel that defies
simple categorization. With its unique premise and intricate prose, Cuckoo Song invites readers into
a haunting world where identity and perception become central themes. This article delves into the
novel's core features, thematic explorations, and its place within Hardinge’s oeuvre.

Understanding the Narrative: The Premise of Cuckoo
Song

At its core, Cuckoo Song tells the story of Triss, a 12-year-old girl who awakens after a mysterious
illness to find that she no longer feels like herself. The narrative unfolds as Triss navigates a
distorted reality where her family and friends seem eerily altered, and she grapples with a profound
sense of displacement. This premise sets the stage for an atmospheric exploration of identity,
memory, and the boundaries between the human and supernatural.

Frances Hardinge’s choice to anchor the story in a child protagonist allows for a nuanced
examination of childhood fears and the loss of innocence. The novel's gothic overtones and the
intricacies of its world-building have drawn comparisons to works by Neil Gaiman and Patrick Ness,
positioning Cuckoo Song within a tradition of dark, sophisticated fantasy for younger readers.

Thematic Depth and Psychological Complexity

One of the most compelling aspects of Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge is its layered thematic
complexity. The novel tackles themes such as:

Identity and Selfhood: Triss’s struggle to reclaim her sense of self is depicted with
psychological realism, raising questions about what defines a person beyond memory and
physical form.

Family and Belonging: The shifting dynamics within Triss’s family underscore the fragility of
relationships and the pain of detachment.

Reality vs. Illusion: The narrative blurs the lines between what is real and what is imagined,
challenging readers to reconsider perceptions.

Hardinge’s prose elegantly balances these weighty themes with moments of whimsy and warmth,
ensuring the story remains accessible without sacrificing depth.



Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Frances Hardinge’s writing style in Cuckoo Song is notable for its lyrical quality and intricate
sentence structures. The novel employs a third-person limited perspective, primarily through Triss’s
point of view, which immerses readers in her fragmented reality. This choice enhances the novel’s
suspense and emotional resonance.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism is a pervasive element throughout the book. The motif of the cuckoo, for instance,
represents themes of substitution and deception, echoing Triss’s own experience of feeling replaced
or altered. Imagery related to birds, nests, and hidden spaces frequently recurs, enriching the
narrative’s haunting atmosphere.

Additionally, Hardinge’s descriptive language paints vivid pictures of the novel’s settings—both the
physical landscapes and the surreal, dreamlike spaces Triss encounters. This evocative imagery
supports the novel’s psychological tension and contributes to a world that feels both familiar and
unsettling.

Character Development and Interpersonal Dynamics

Beyond Triss, the cast of characters in Cuckoo Song is carefully crafted to reflect various facets of
the story’s themes. Triss’s family members, friends, and the enigmatic figures she encounters each
play roles that complicate her journey. The interplay between these characters highlights issues of
trust, loyalty, and alienation.

Hardinge’s ability to create multidimensional characters ensures that even secondary figures have
depth and purpose, enhancing the reader’s engagement with the novel’s emotional and narrative
arcs.

Comparisons and Context Within Young Adult
Literature

Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge occupies a distinctive niche in young adult fantasy, where it bridges
the gap between traditional fairy tales and modern psychological thrillers. When compared to other
contemporary works, several aspects stand out:

Complex Prose: Unlike many YA novels that favor straightforward language, Hardinge’s
prose is dense and poetic, appealing to readers who appreciate literary craftsmanship.

Darker Themes: The novel’s exploration of identity loss and existential uncertainty aligns it
more closely with adult fantasy than typical YA fare.



Genre Blending: Cuckoo Song combines fantasy, mystery, and elements of horror, making it
difficult to pigeonhole but attractive to a broad audience.

Readers who enjoy authors like Holly Black or Laini Taylor may find Hardinge’s work equally
compelling, though Cuckoo Song’s tone is often more somber and introspective.

Reception and Critical Acclaim

Since its publication, Cuckoo Song has garnered praise for its originality and depth. Critics highlight
Hardinge’s skillful storytelling and the novel’s capacity to engage readers on multiple levels. It has
been lauded for challenging young readers intellectually and emotionally without resorting to
didacticism.

Some critiques note that the complexity of the language and the novel’s mood may not appeal to all
audiences, particularly younger or more casual readers. However, this very complexity is a strength
for those seeking a more challenging and rewarding literary experience.

Practical Features and Accessibility

From a usability standpoint, Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge is accessible in various formats,
including hardcover, paperback, and eBook editions. Audiobook versions further broaden its reach,
with skilled narrators capturing the atmospheric tension and emotional nuances of the story.

Educators and book clubs have also found the novel suitable for discussion, given its rich thematic
content and potential for interpretive analysis. It serves as an excellent example of how fantasy can
address real-world psychological and social issues.

Pros and Cons

Pros:1.

Intricate and poetic prose that elevates the reading experience.

Deeply developed characters and psychologically rich themes.

A unique blend of fantasy, mystery, and gothic elements.

Stimulates critical thinking and emotional engagement.

Cons:2.



Complex language may be challenging for some younger readers.

The dark and eerie tone might not appeal to all fans of YA fantasy.

Plot pacing occasionally slows due to detailed descriptions and introspection.

Legacy and Influence

Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge has contributed significantly to the evolution of fantasy literature
aimed at young adults, pushing boundaries in both style and substance. Its success has reinforced
Hardinge’s reputation as a leading voice in speculative fiction, inspiring other writers to explore
more complex narratives within the genre.

Moreover, the novel’s themes resonate beyond its immediate readership, touching on universal
questions of identity and belonging that make it relevant in broader literary discussions.

Through this work, Frances Hardinge exemplifies the potential of fantasy to serve as a medium for
profound psychological and emotional exploration, setting a high standard for future works in the
field.

Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge

  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Cuckoo Song Frances Hardinge, 2015-05-12 “Full of rich
language that is reminiscent of an old fairy tale. . . . [a] spine-chilling, creative work [and] a
well-wrought fantasy.” —School Library Journal (starred review) Following a mysterious incident
that leaves her feverish and sopping wet, Triss awakens to a world that’s eerily off-kilter. Her
memories are muddled, her sister despises her, and when she brushes her hair, out come crumbled
fragments of leaves. Is she going mad? Or has she endured a nightmarish chain of events? Is this
related to the illnesses she’s had since her brother died in the Great War? And why is she so hungry?
In her search for the truth, Triss ventures from the shelter of her parents’ protective wings into the
city’s underbelly. There she encounters strange creatures whose grand schemes could forever alter
the fates of her family, in an unnerving tale of one girl’s struggle to confront her darkest fears. “Few
authors can evoke a twinned sense of terror and wonder better . . . Vivid, frightening, and inventive,
with narrative twists and turns. . . . A piercing, chilling page-turner.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Nuanced and intense.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Quiet but elegant prose moves the story
seamlessly from an effectively creepy horror tale to a powerful, emotionally resonant story of regret
and forgiveness.” —Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books (starred review) “Gorgeously written
and disconcerting . . . Hardinge delves deeply into the darker side of family life.” —Publishers
Weekly (starred review) “Cuckoo Song transcends its teen-reader designation. The psychological
and historical nuances . . . will mesmerize older readers as well.” —BookPage
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Frances Hardinge Typescripts and Galley Proof of Cuckoo

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-141/cuckoo-song-frances-hardinge.pdf


Song Frances Hardinge, 2012 Collection includes two annotated typescripts and a galley proof of
Frances Hardinge's young adult novel, Cuckoo Song. The typescripts comprise an earlier and later
draft of the novel and include editorial annotations. The galley proof contains editorial annotations in
red ink and bears the faint remnants of earlier photocopied editorial comments.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Edinburgh Companion to the First World War and the
Arts Ann-Marie Einhaus, 2017-05-24 A new exploration of literary and artistic responses to WW1
from 1914 to the presentThis authoritative reference work examines literary and artistic responses
to the wars upheavals across a wide range of media and genres, from poetry to pamphlets, sculpture
to television documentary, and requiems to war reporting. Rather than looking at particular forms of
artistic expression in isolation and focusing only on the war and inter-war period, the 26 essays
collected in this volume approach artistic responses to the war from a wide variety of angles and,
where appropriate, pursue their inquiry into the present day. In 6 sections, covering Literature, the
Visual Arts, Music, Periodicals and Journalism, Film and Broadcasting, and Publishing and Material
Culture, a wide range of original chapters from experts across literature and the arts examine what
means and approaches were employed to respond to the shock of war as well as asking such key
questions as how and why literary and artistic responses to the war have changed over time, and
how far later works of art are responses not only to the war itself, but to earlier cultural
production.Key FeaturesOffers new insights into the breadth and depth of artistic responses to
WWIEstablishes links and parallels across a wide range of different media and genresEmphasises
the development of responses in different fields from 1914 to the present
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Common Entrance 13+ English Revision Guide Elly
Lacey, 2022-05-13 Exam board: ISEB Level: 13+ CE and KS3 Subject: English First exams:
November 2022 This comprehensive, ISEB-endorsed English guide focuses on revising the specific
reading and writing skills needed to meet the requirements of the ISEB CE 13+ exam. · A supportive
step-by-step approach to practising key skills for the Reading Paper: narrative viewpoint, poetic
techniques or dramatic methods. · Study a diverse range of annotated extracts: modelling ways of
analysing extracts in preparation for the Reading Paper. · Hone technique for the Writing Paper:
guided support for planning and reviewing written work and sample answers with marking guidance
for both directed writing and creative writing tasks. · Prepare for the exam: practice tasks to
consolidate revision at the end of each chapter and strategies for performing well in the exam with
tips for revising effectively throughout. Continue your revision with Common Entrance 13+ English
Exam Practice Questions and Answers (ISBN: 9781398326484).
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: New Directions in Children's Gothic Anna Jackson, 2017-03-27
Children’s literature today is dominated by the gothic mode, and it is in children’s gothic fictions
that we find the implications of cultural change most radically questioned and explored. This
collection of essays looks at what is happening in the children’s Gothic now when traditional
monsters have become the heroes, when new monsters have come into play, when globalisation
brings Harry Potter into China and yaoguai into the children’s Gothic, and when childhood itself and
children’s literature as a genre can no longer be thought of as an uncontested space apart from the
debates and power struggles of an adult domain. We look in detail at series such as The Mortal
Instruments, Twilight, Chaos Walking, The Power of Five, Skulduggery Pleasant, and Cirque du
Freak; at novels about witches and novels about changelings; at the Gothic in China, Japan and
Oceania; and at authors including Celia Rees, Frances Hardinge, Alan Garner and Laini Taylor
amongst many others. At a time when the energies and anxieties of children’s novels can barely be
contained anymore within the genre of children’s literature, spilling over into YA and adult
literature, we need to pay attention. Weird things are happening and they matter.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: The Lie Tree Frances Hardinge, 2015-05-07 Winner of the
Costa Book of the Year 'I can't think of anyone who would not love this story' – Matt Haig, author of
The Midnight Library The Lie Tree is a wonderfully evocative and atmospheric novel by Frances
Hardinge, award-winning author of Cuckoo Song and Fly By Night. Faith's father has been found
dead under mysterious circumstances, and as she is searching through his belongings for clues she



discovers a strange tree. The tree only grows healthy and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The
fruit of the tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden truth to the person who consumes it. The bigger
the lie, the more people who believe it, the bigger the truth that is uncovered. The girl realizes that
she is good at lying and that the tree might hold the key to her father's murder, so she begins to
spread untruths far and wide across her small island community. But as her tales spiral out of
control, she discovers that where lies seduce, truths shatter . . . 'Dark, thrilling, utterly original' –
Patrick Ness, author of A Monster Calls
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Gullstruck Island Frances Hardinge, 2018-10-09 From the
award-winning author, “a breathtaking journey of revenge and redemption that pits a stubborn,
devoted girl against an unknown evil” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). On Gullstruck Island, legend
has it that the mountain ranges and volcanoes are in charge. Anger them, and you’ll pay the price.
Keep them happy, and you’ll enjoy their protection. These stories of the land’s command come in
handy for quiet, near-invisible Hathin when she must run for her life. Hathin’s sister, Arilou, is
believed to be a Lost. The Lost are held nearly sacred by those on Gullstruck, for they can send their
senses away from their bodies. If Lost, Arilou can read a message across the island. If Lost, Arilou
can hear whispers in the corners of private rooms. If Lost, Arilou can smell bread baking in the
governor’s mansion. All from her beachside hut. But the question remains: Is Arilou really a Lost?
When all the Lost drop dead, except Arilou, she and Hathin are swept into a grand conspiracy that
leads them to the most sinister depths—and heights—of the island. “Filled with sentient volcanoes,
gem-studded teeth, villains, heroes, revenge, love, and the world’s most frightening dentist, this is a
book to rival The Princess Bride in scope, adventure, and excitement. It’s Hardinge’s magnum opus.
One that I dearly hope both kids and adults enjoy in equal measure.” —A Fuse #8 Production, School
Library Journal “Delightfully inventive . . . Ripe, rollicking, and endlessly creative.” —The Guardian
“A luminous example of gifted storytelling at its best.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Fly By Night Frances Hardinge, 2017-03-14 The
award-winning author of The Lie Tree “has created a distinctly imaginative world full of engaging
characters, robust humor, and true suspense” (School Library Journal, starred review). Everybody
knew that books were dangerous. Read the wrong book, it was said, and the words crawled around
your brain on black legs and drove you mad, wicked mad. Mosca Mye’s father insisted on teaching
her to read—even in a world where books are dangerous, regulated things. Eight years later,
Quillam Mye died, leaving behind an orphaned daughter with an inauspicious name and an
all-consuming hunger for words. Trapped for years in the care of her cruel uncle and aunt, Mosca
leaps at the opportunity for escape, though it comes in the form of sneaky swindler Eponymous
Clent. As she travels the land with Clent and her pet goose, Mosca begins to discover complicated
truths about the world she inhabits and the power of words. “Intricate plotting, well-developed and
fascinating characters, delicious humor, and exquisite wordcraft envelop readers fully into this richly
imagined world.” ?The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books (starred review) “Hardinge’s
stylish way with prose gives her sprawling debut fantasy a literate yet often silly tone that calls to
mind Monty Python.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) “Mosca’s ferocity and authentic inner
turmoil [are] both reminiscent of Philip Pullman’s Lyra Belacqua.” ?Booklist “Incredibly well
written.” ?The Seattle Times
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Deeplight Frances Hardinge, 2020-04-14 “Equal parts
dazzling fantasy, swashbuckling adventure, and tender coming-of-age tale” from the author of the
Costa Book of the Year, The Lie Tree (Publishers Weekly, starred review). The gods are dead. Fifty
years ago, they turned on one another and tore each other apart. Nobody knows why. Now, even
coin-sized scraps of dead god are worth a fortune because of the strange powers they’re said to
possess. But few are brave enough to dive and search for them. When fifteen-year-old Hark finds the
still-beating heart of one of these deities, he’ll risk everything to keep it out of the hands of
smugglers, scientists, and cults who would kill for its power. Because Hark needs the heart if he
wants to save the life of his best friend, Jelt. But the power of a god was not meant for human hands.
With the heart, Jelt begins to eerily transform, and Hark will have to decide if he can stay loyal to his



friend—or what he’s willing to sacrifice to save him. “Hardinge is assured and sophisticated in her
exploration of the dark temptations of power.” —The Wall Street Journal “Monsters and mortals
collide in this fantasy adventure that explores the hypnotic allure of fear, the adamant grip of the
past, and the redeeming power of stories . . . Thrilling.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Glorious
thematic complexity inhabits a wildly inventive world, with the menacing roils of a dangerous sea
threatening the archipelago and touches of steampunk rounding out the fantastical elements . . .
Readers will be thrilled to be pulled into the alluring expanse of her work.” —Bulletin of the Center
for Children’s Books (starred review)
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Verdigris Deep Frances Hardinge, 2018-04-10 “Deliciously
shiver-inducing . . . Fans of dark fantasies such as Neil Gaiman’s Coraline will find this tale
irresistible”—from the award-winning author (School Library Journal). Verdigris (n.): a blue-green
rust that tarnishes aging and forgotten copper coins, altering them entirely . . . Ryan feels invisible:
At school, he’s in a class with students older and cooler than him, and at home, he’s largely ignored
during his parents’ petty arguments. And then he meets Josh. Josh is popular in the way that only
beautiful boys can be—he’s almost electric. Both Ryan and his chatterbox sidekick, Chelle, fall under
Josh’s spell, and the three soon become inseparable. One summer afternoon, they sneak off to the
troubled town of Magwhite. Trapped without bus fare for the ride home, Josh convinces his less
mischievous companions their only solution is to steal coins from the infamous wishing well. Soon
after, each develops a unique, sinister power. When the well witch appears, she gargles demands of
her three new servants. Ryan, Josh, and Chelle have robbed her and now must obey her . . . and the
wishes rotting at the bottom of her well. “A deliciously creepy tale . . . There is a vividness and
energy to Hardinge’s imagination that makes almost every moment of this absorbing story shine
with light or glossy darkness.” —The Horn Book (starred review) “Inescapably chilling . . . a dark,
polished gem.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) “There’s no denying Hardinge’s power as a
storyteller, her ability to create beautiful, precise imagery, or her expectation that her readers will
grasp the subtle ideas and reflections woven into the novel.” —Booklist (starred review)
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: The Lie Tree Special Edition Frances Hardinge, 2016-02-12
Winner of the Costa Book of the Year 2015, The Lie Tree is a dark and powerful novel from
universally acclaimed author, Frances Hardinge. It was not enough. All knowledge - any knowledge -
called to Faith, and there was a delicious, poisonous pleasure in stealing it unseen. Faith has a thirst
for science and secrets that the rigid confines of her class cannot suppress. And so it is that she
discovers her disgraced father's journals, filled with the scribbled notes and theories of a man driven
close to madness. Tales of a strange tree which, when told a lie, will uncover a truth: the greater the
lie, the greater the truth revealed to the liar. Faith's search for the tree leads her into great danger –
for where lies seduce, truths shatter . . . 'Brilliant, dark, thrilling, utterly original' Patrick Ness,
author of A Monster Calls. 'The Lie Tree is a wonder. I can't think of anyone who would not love this
story' Matt Haig, author of The Humans.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Nebula Awards Showcase 2017 Julie Czerneda, 2017-05-16
The Nebula Awards Showcase volumes have been published annually since 1966, reprinting the
winning and nominated stories of the Nebula Awards, voted on by the members of the Science
Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America (SFWA). This year's editor, selected by SFWA's anthology
Committee (chaired by Mike Resnick), is Canadian science fiction and fantasy writer and editor Julie
Czerneda. This year's Nebula Award winners are Naomi Novik, Nnedi Okorafor, Sarah Pinsker, and
Alyssa Wong, with Fran Wilde winning the Andre Norton Award for Young Adult Science Fiction and
Fantasy Book. Also included in this volume are works by N. K. Jemisin and Ann Leckie.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: The Women of Orphan Black Valerie Estelle Frankel,
2018-04-13 Orphan Black's Tatiana Maslany plays a host of the show's main characters, all clones of
an illegal experiment. The mighty heroines save one another and destroy the patriarchy while
subverting gender expectations. The feminist clones are Sarah, who clashes with her radical feminist
foster-mother; Alison, the quintessential post-feminist housewife; Cosima, a second-wave feminist
lesbian; Beth, a third-wave feminist bogged down by addiction; and M.K., a fourth-wave feminist who



tackles the hardships of disability through the Internet. The book explores the women's war against
corporate power and how it relates to the science and ethics surrounding cloning.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Whitaker's Shorts 2016: The Year in Review Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2015-11-19 Now in its 148th edition Whitaker's Almanack is the definitive reference
guide containing a comprehensive overview of every aspect of UK infrastructure and an excellent
introduction to world politics. Available only as ebooks, Whitaker's Shorts are selected themed
sections from Whitaker's 2016: portable and perfect for those with specific interests within the print
edition. Whitaker's Shorts 2016: The Year in Review includes a digest of the 2014-15 year's events in
the UK and abroad and articles covering subjects as diverse as Archaeology, Conservation, Business
and Finance, Music, Dance, Film and Weather. There is also an A-Z listing of all the results for the
major sporting events from Alpine Skiing through to Fencing, Football, Horse Racing, Rugby, Polo
and Tennis.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Growing Sideways in Twenty-first Century British Culture
Anne Malewski, 2021-12-15 This volume examines changing boundaries between childhood and
adulthood in British society and culture at the beginning of the twenty-first century − where these
age boundaries are widely debated, policed, and contested − to investigate alternatives to
conventional ideas of growing up. Building on observations, especially in children’s literature
criticism, that human growth is shaped by a grand narrative that privileges adulthood, and on
terminologies of non-normative growth, particularly in queer theory, this monograph develops
growing sideways as a concept that queers this grand narrative by destabilising childhood and
adulthood, and the boundaries between them. The concept is refined through close readings of
twenty-first century British children’s literature, television series, film, and participatory events,
troubling age boundaries via specific strategies in three conceptual areas: appearance, play, and
space. Exploring power structures around age and gender, this monograph traces growing sideways
as a distinct and important alternative discourse of human growth.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Novelty in Metaphors Ramona Ileana Pistol, 2025-11-03 This
book offers a groundbreaking semiotic exploration of metaphor as a fundamental cognitive process
shaping how individuals experience and understand the world. Moving beyond traditional
frameworks, it examines metaphor as a mode of creative discovery where meaning emerges through
the interplay of perception, emotion, and imagination. Drawing on Peirce’s semiotics,
phenomenology, and neuroscience, the book demonstrates how metaphorical thinking enables
navigation of ambiguity and creates new perspectives across domains, from art and literature to
science and everyday reasoning. By integrating embodied cognition with aesthetic experience, it
illuminates how metaphors operate at the intersection of logical reasoning and emotional response,
revealing them as instruments of inquiry that transform engagement with reality. The volume will be
essential reading for scholars across disciplines seeking to understand the creative foundations of
human cognition and meaning-making.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: Nebula Awards Showcase 2017 Julie E. Czerneda,
2017-05-16 The year's best SF and fantasy chosen by the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of
America.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: The Medieval Changeling Rose A. Sawyer, 2023 The first
comprehensive study of medieval changelings and associated attitudes to the health and care of
children in the period. The changeling - a monstrous creature swapped for a human child by
malevolent powers - is an enduring image in the popular imagination; dubbing a child a changeling
is traditionally understood as a way to justify the often-violent rejection of a disabled or ailing infant.
Belief in the reality of changelings is famously attested in Stephen of Bourbon's disapproving
thirteenth-century account of rites at the shrine of Saint Guinefort the Holy Greyhound, where sick
children were brought to be cured. However, the focus on the St. Guinefort rituals has meant some
scholarly neglect of the wealth of other sources of knowledge (including mystery plays and medical
texts) and the nuances with which the changeling motif was used in this period. This
interdisciplinary study considers the idea of the changeling as a cultural construct through an



examination of a broad range of medical, miracle, and imaginative texts, as well as the lives of three
more conventional Saints, Stephen, Bartholomew and Lawrence, who, in their infancy, were said to
have been replaced by a demonic changeling. The author highlights how people from all walks of life
were invested in both creating and experiencing the images, texts and artefacts depicting these
changelings, and examines societal tensions regarding infants and children: their health, their care,
and their position within the familial unit.
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: A Skinful of Shadows Frances Hardinge, 2017-10-17 From the
award–winning author of The Lie Tree, “a delicious combination of historical adventure,
coming-of-age tale, and supernatural intrigue” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Sometimes,
when a person dies, their spirit goes looking for somewhere to hide. Some people have space within
them, perfect for hiding Young Makepeace has learned to defend herself from the ghosts that try to
possess her in the night, desperate for refuge, but one day a dreadful event causes her to drop her
guard. And now there’s a spirit inside her. The spirit is wild, brutish, and strong, and it may be her
only defense when she is sent to live with her father’s rich and powerful family. There is talk of civil
war, and they need people like her to protect their dark and terrible family secret. But as she plans
to escape and heads out into a country torn apart by war, Makepeace must decide which is worse:
possession—or death. “Darkly splendid . . . a wonderful, resonant narrative whose subtlety and
insight will challenge, entertain and enchant.” —The Guardian “A Skinful of Shadows is outlandishly
creative and thoroughly blood-chilling. Her storytelling is visceral and unfurls at an exciting pace,
making this novel a wonderful, weird and terrifying addition to her body of work.” —Shelf Awareness
(starred review) “A book that only Hardinge could write . . . [a] masterful and spooky historical
fantasy.” —School Library Journal (starred review) “Hardinge’s writing is stunning, and readers will
be taken hostage by its intensity, fascinating developments, and the fierce, compassionate girl
leading the charge.” —Booklist (starred review) “Deliberate, impeccable, and extraordinary.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
  cuckoo song frances hardinge: A Face Like Glass Frances Hardinge, 2012-05-10 A Face Like
Glass is an astonishing and imaginative novel from the Costa Award winning author of The Lie Tree,
Frances Hardinge. In the underground city of Caverna the world's most skilled craftsmen toil in the
darkness to create delicacies beyond compare – wines that can remove memories, cheeses that can
make you hallucinate and perfumes that convince you to trust the wearer, even as they slit your
throat. The people of Caverna are more ordinary, but for one thing: their faces are as blank as
untouched snow. Expressions must be learned, and only the famous Facesmiths can teach a person
to show joy, despair or fear – at a price. Into this dark and distrustful world comes Neverfell, a little
girl with no memory of her past and a face so terrifying to those around her that she must wear a
mask at all times. For Neverfell's emotions are as obvious on her face as those of the most skilled
Facesmiths, though entirely genuine. And that makes her very dangerous indeed . . . 'Everyone
should read Frances Hardinge. Everyone. Right now.' - Patrick Ness, author of A Monster Calls.
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