author of the secret life of bees

The Inspiring Story Behind the Author of The Secret Life of Bees

author of the secret life of bees is a phrase that brings to mind a captivating novel filled with
themes of love, loss, and self-discovery. The woman behind this beloved story is Sue Monk Kidd, a
writer whose profound storytelling has touched millions of readers worldwide. Understanding the life
and background of the author of The Secret Life of Bees not only enriches the reading experience but
also reveals the passion and inspiration that fueled this literary masterpiece.

Who is the Author of The Secret Life of Bees?

Sue Monk Kidd is the acclaimed author of The Secret Life of Bees, published in 2002. Born in 1948 in
Sylvester, Georgia, Kidd grew up in the American South, a region that heavily influences her writing
style and the settings of her novels. Before becoming a novelist, she worked as a nurse and a teacher,
experiences that provided her with a unique perspective on human nature and compassion.

Her Southern upbringing and spiritual journey are deeply woven into her narratives, particularly in
The Secret Life of Bees, which explores themes of race, faith, and family against the backdrop of
1960s South Carolina. Kidd's ability to craft multidimensional characters and evocative settings has
earned her a special place in contemporary American literature.

A Journey from Nurse to Novelist

Before Kidd became the author of The Secret Life of Bees, her career path was quite different. She

initially pursued a nursing degree and worked in that field for several years. This early career gave

her insights into human vulnerability and resilience, elements that later surfaced in her writing. Her
shift toward literature was gradual, involving a deepening interest in spirituality and storytelling.

In the 1980s, Kidd began writing nonfiction works focused on spirituality and personal growth. This
foundation paved the way for her transition to fiction, where she could explore complex emotional
and social issues through narrative form. The Secret Life of Bees marked her debut novel, but it
quickly gained critical acclaim and commercial success, showcasing her talent for blending profound
themes with engaging storytelling.

The Inspiration Behind The Secret Life of Bees

Exploring the inspiration behind the author of The Secret Life of Bees reveals how personal
experiences and historical context shaped this novel. Kidd has spoken openly about how her own
childhood in the South and her experiences with loss and healing influenced the story.



Drawing from Personal Experience

The novel’s protagonist, Lily Owens, embarks on a journey of self-discovery and reconciliation with
her past, themes that resonate with Kidd’s own life story. The author has shared that her relationship
with her mother and her reflections on grief and forgiveness played a significant role in shaping the
narrative.

Additionally, Kidd’s fascination with bees and beekeeping is more than just a literary device. It
symbolizes community, resilience, and the intricate connections between individuals—a motif that
Kidd found both scientifically intriguing and metaphorically rich. This attention to detail and
symbolism adds depth to the story and highlights Kidd's skill as an author.

Historical and Social Context

The Secret Life of Bees is set during the civil rights era, a time of significant social upheaval in the
United States. Kidd's depiction of race relations and the African American experience in the South
underscores her commitment to addressing difficult issues with sensitivity and honesty.

As the author of The Secret Life of Bees, Kidd managed to create a narrative that is both historically
informative and emotionally compelling. She sheds light on the struggles and triumphs of
marginalized communities while offering a hopeful message about human connection and
understanding.

Other Works by the Author of The Secret Life of Bees

While The Secret Life of Bees remains Sue Monk Kidd’'s most famous work, she has written several
other novels and nonfiction books that explore similar themes of spirituality, identity, and personal
transformation.

Subsequent Novels

Following the success of The Secret Life of Bees, Kidd wrote novels such as The Mermaid Chair and
The Invention of Wings. Each of these works continues to explore complex female protagonists
navigating challenging social and personal landscapes. Her writing style remains lyrical and
introspective, inviting readers to delve deeply into the emotional worlds of her characters.

Nonfiction Contributions

Before her foray into fiction, Kidd authored several nonfiction books focused on spirituality and self-
discovery, including Traveling with Pomegranates and When the Heart Waits. These works offer
insights into her own spiritual journey and provide readers with tools for personal growth and
reflection.



Impact and Legacy of the Author of The Secret Life of
Bees

Sue Monk Kidd’s contributions to literature extend beyond her storytelling. As the author of The
Secret Life of Bees, she has influenced readers and writers alike, inspiring discussions about race,
identity, and healing.

Literary Awards and Recognition

The novel received multiple awards and nominations, cementing Kidd’s reputation as a powerful voice
in American literature. Its adaptation into a successful film further amplified its reach, bringing the
story and its themes to a broader audience.

Inspiring Readers and Writers

Many readers find Kidd's portrayal of resilience and hope deeply moving. The author of The Secret
Life of Bees has been praised for her ability to write with empathy and authenticity, qualities that
encourage others to explore their own stories and histories.

Tips for Readers Interested in Sue Monk Kidd’s Work

If you're intrigued by the author of The Secret Life of Bees and want to explore her writing further,
here are some helpful tips:

o Start with her debut novel: Reading The Secret Life of Bees first provides a strong
foundation for understanding Kidd's themes and style.

e Explore her nonfiction: To gain insight into her spiritual perspective, try her nonfiction works,
which reveal the personal experiences behind her fiction.

e Pay attention to symbolism: Kidd often uses natural imagery, such as bees and water, to
enrich her storytelling.

* Engage with historical context: Understanding the social and cultural background of her
novels enhances the reading experience.

Through these approaches, readers can fully appreciate the depth and beauty of Kidd's work.

The story of the author of The Secret Life of Bees is one of transformation, compassion, and creativity.
Sue Monk Kidd’s ability to intertwine personal experience with universal themes has created a
timeless novel that continues to resonate with audiences around the world. Her work invites us to



reflect on our own lives, the communities we belong to, and the invisible threads that connect us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Secret Life of Bees'?
The author of 'The Secret Life of Bees' is Sue Monk Kidd.

When was 'The Secret Life of Bees' by Sue Monk Kidd first
published?

‘The Secret Life of Bees' was first published in 2001.

What inspired Sue Monk Kidd to write 'The Secret Life of
Bees'?

Sue Monk Kidd was inspired by her own experiences growing up in the South and her interest in
themes of motherhood, loss, and female empowerment.

Has Sue Monk Kidd written other notable books besides 'The
Secret Life of Bees'?

Yes, Sue Monk Kidd has also written books such as 'The Mermaid Chair', 'The Invention of Wings', and
‘The Book of Longings'.

Is 'The Secret Life of Bees' based on a true story by Sue Monk
Kidd?

No, ‘The Secret Life of Bees' is a work of fiction, although it incorporates historical and cultural
elements from the American South.

What are common themes explored by Sue Monk Kidd in ‘The
Secret Life of Bees'?

Common themes include race relations, family, identity, and the search for love and acceptance.

Has '‘The Secret Life of Bees' by Sue Monk Kidd been adapted
into other media?

Yes, 'The Secret Life of Bees' was adapted into a feature film released in 2008.



Additional Resources
The Author of The Secret Life of Bees: Exploring Sue Monk Kidd’s Literary Journey

author of the secret life of bees is a phrase that often leads readers to Sue Monk Kidd, a
distinguished American writer whose debut novel, The Secret Life of Bees, captivated millions
worldwide. This critically acclaimed book, published in 2001, not only brought Kidd into the literary
spotlight but also established her as a significant voice in contemporary fiction. To understand the
impact of The Secret Life of Bees, it is essential to delve into the life, influences, and writing style of
its author, Sue Monk Kidd.

Understanding Sue Monk Kidd: The Author Behind The
Secret Life of Bees

Sue Monk Kidd's emergence as the author of The Secret Life of Bees marked a pivotal moment in her
career. Prior to this novel, Kidd was primarily known for her memoir and spiritual writing, including her
bestseller The Dance of the Dissident Daughter. Born in 1948 in Sylvester, Georgia, Kidd's Southern
roots heavily influenced her storytelling, imbuing her narratives with authentic cultural and historical
nuances.

The Secret Life of Bees, set in South Carolina during the 1960s, reflects Kidd’s profound
understanding of race relations, social injustice, and the complexities of female identity. Her ability to
intertwine personal growth with broader societal themes has resonated with a wide audience, making
the book a staple in both literary circles and academic discussions.

The Writing Style and Themes of Sue Monk Kidd

Kidd's prose is characterized by lyrical simplicity and emotional depth. As the author of The Secret
Life of Bees, she employs a narrative voice that is both intimate and evocative, drawing readers into
the protagonist Lily Owens’ world. The novel’s rich symbolism—particularly the motif of bees—serves
as a metaphor for community, resilience, and healing.

Key themes that Kidd explores include:
* Racial Tensions: The novel's setting during the Civil Rights Movement allows Kidd to explore
the dynamics of race and prejudice with sensitivity and nuance.

* Female Empowerment: Through complex female characters, Kidd addresses issues of
motherhood, sisterhood, and self-discovery.

e Spirituality and Healing: Drawing from her background in spiritual writing, Kidd infuses the
narrative with elements of mysticism and personal transformation.

These themes are not only central to The Secret Life of Bees but also reflective of Kidd’s broader



literary and philosophical concerns.

The Impact of The Secret Life of Bees on Sue Monk
Kidd’'s Career

The success of The Secret Life of Bees significantly elevated Sue Monk Kidd'’s profile as an author. The
novel sold millions of copies worldwide and was adapted into a feature film in 2008, further cementing
its cultural impact. This transition from spiritual memoirs to fiction showcased Kidd’s versatility and
ability to connect with diverse readerships.

Moreover, the book’s inclusion in educational curricula has introduced generations of students to
Kidd's work, prompting discussions on historical context, character development, and narrative
techniques. As the author of The Secret Life of Bees, Kidd has influenced both literary scholarship and
popular culture.

Comparisons with Contemporary Authors

Sue Monk Kidd's work often draws comparison with other Southern writers and authors who explore
themes of race, identity, and womanhood. For example:

e Harper Lee: Like Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Kidd’s novel addresses racial injustice through
the eyes of a young protagonist.

e Bharati Mukherjee: Both authors weave cultural heritage and personal identity into their
storytelling.

¢ Anne Lamott: Kidd's spiritual undertones and exploration of personal growth echo Lamott’s
writing style.

These comparisons highlight Kidd’s position within a broader literary tradition that grapples with
social issues through compelling narratives.

Sue Monk Kidd’s Literary Contributions Beyond The
Secret Life of Bees

While The Secret Life of Bees remains Sue Monk Kidd’s most celebrated work, her literary
contributions extend beyond this novel. Following its success, Kidd published The Mermaid Chair in
2005, which also explores themes of identity and spiritual awakening. In 2014, she released The
Invention of Wings, a historical novel centered on abolition and women'’s rights, further demonstrating
her commitment to addressing complex social themes.



Her background as the author of spiritual and memoir writing continues to inform her fiction, blending
personal introspection with broader historical and cultural narratives. This fusion enriches her
storytelling, making her work appealing to readers seeking both emotional depth and intellectual
engagement.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite widespread acclaim, Sue Monk Kidd’s work, including The Secret Life of Bees, has faced
criticism. Some reviewers argue that the novel’s portrayal of racial issues, while well-intentioned, can
sometimes fall into simplification or rely on stereotypes. Additionally, critiques have emerged about
the narrative’s pacing and character development in certain sections.

However, these criticisms are balanced by praise for Kidd’s evocative language, strong female
characters, and ability to tackle difficult subjects with empathy. As the author of The Secret Life of
Bees, Kidd has sparked important conversations about representation and storytelling in
contemporary fiction.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Sue Monk Kidd's legacy as the author of The Secret Life of Bees is marked by the novel’s enduring
popularity and its role in shaping discussions about race, gender, and spirituality in literature. Her
work continues to inspire readers and writers alike, encouraging exploration of personal and societal
transformation.

Furthermore, the novel’'s adaptation into other media, including film and stage, attests to its
versatility and cultural resonance. Kidd’s storytelling transcends the page, fostering a deeper
understanding of human connection and resilience.

In exploring the author of The Secret Life of Bees, it becomes clear that Sue Monk Kidd’s unique blend
of Southern heritage, spiritual insight, and narrative skill has crafted a timeless piece of literature that
continues to impact readers globally.

Author Of The Secret Life Of Bees

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees Sue Monk Kidd, 2013-05-07 Now in
paperback comes the intoxicating debut novel of one motherless daughter's discovery of ... the
strange and wondrous places we find love (The Washington Post). Sue Monk Kidd's ravishing work is
set in South Carolina in 1964.

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees Sue Monk Kidd, 2003-01-28

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees Sue Monk Kidd, 2002-01

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees Sue Monk Kidd, 2014 After her
mother's death, Lily Owens and her African-American maid seek refuge from the racism of their
South Carolina hometown with eccentric beekeeping sisters in a coming of age story. Read by Jenna
Lamia.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-141/author-of-the-secret-life-of-bees.pdf

author of the secret life of bees: La vida secreta de las abejas Sue Monk Kidd, 2005-04-05
Ambientada en Carolina del Sur en 1964, La vida secreta de las abejas es la historia de Lily Owens,
cuya vida ha sido formada alrededor del recuerdo confuso de la tarde en que su madre fue
asesinada. Cuando Rosaleen, la bravia madre postiza negra de Lily, insulta a tres de las personas
mas racistas del pueblo, Lily decide que ambas deben ser libres. Ellas escapan a Tiburén, Carolina
del Sur, un pueblo que guarda el secreto del pasado de su madre. Alojadas por un excéntrico trio de
hermanas negras apicultoras, Lily es introducida al fascinante mundo de las abejas y la miel, y a la
Virgen Negra. Esta es una novela notable sobre el poder divino femenino, una historia que las
mujeres compartiran y pasaran a sus hijas por generaciones.

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees - AP Teaching Unit Sue Monk Kidd,
2010-01-01

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees - Downloadable AP Teaching
Unit Sue Monk Kidd, 2010-01-01

author of the secret life of bees: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff Hamilton,
Brian Jones, 2015-04-22 Provides information on American authors and their works who have been
ignored by most literary guides.

author of the secret life of bees: Ready Reference Treatise Raja Sharma, 2015 The Secret
Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd was first published in 2002. It is a coming-of-age story, set in
1964.Sue Monk Kidd had started writing The Secret Life of Bees as a short story in 1993. After
several years, she decided to convert this short story into a novel. It was a long process of three
years, and consequently the novel The Secret Life of Bees was produced.While writing the book, she
used to put together a collage of photos which were related to the plot of the novel. She used those
photos as a source or her inspiration. However, when she began to write, she was not sure how she
would connect all of the photos.Eventually, she included three African American Women, a pink
house, and a wailing wall in the story.Ready Reference Treatise: The Secret Life of
BeesCopyrightChapter One: IntroductionChapter Two: Plot OverviewChapter Three: Major
CharactersChapter Four: Complete SummaryChapter Five: Critical Analysis

author of the secret life of bees: The Book of Longings Sue Monk Kidd, 2021-03-23 “An
extraordinary novel . . . a triumph of insight and storytelling.” —Associated Press “A true
masterpiece.” —Glennon Doyle, author of Untamed An extraordinary story set in the first century
about a woman who finds her voice and her destiny, from the celebrated number one New York
Times bestselling author of The Secret Life of Bees and The Invention of Wings In her mesmerizing
fourth work of fiction, Sue Monk Kidd takes an audacious approach to history and brings her
acclaimed narrative gifts to imagine the story of a young woman named Ana. Raised in a wealthy
family with ties to the ruler of Galilee, she is rebellious and ambitious, with a brilliant mind and a
daring spirit. She engages in furtive scholarly pursuits and writes narratives about neglected and
silenced women. Ana is expected to marry an older widower, a prospect that horrifies her. An
encounter with eighteen-year-old Jesus changes everything. Their marriage evolves with love and
conflict, humor and pathos in Nazareth, where Ana makes a home with Jesus, his brothers, and their
mother, Mary. Ana's pent-up longings intensify amid the turbulent resistance to Rome's occupation
of Israel, partially led by her brother, Judas. She is sustained by her fearless aunt Yaltha, who
harbors a compelling secret. When Ana commits a brazen act that puts her in peril, she flees to
Alexandria, where startling revelations and greater dangers unfold, and she finds refuge in
unexpected surroundings. Ana determines her fate during a stunning convergence of events
considered among the most impactful in human history. Grounded in meticulous research and
written with a reverential approach to Jesus's life that focuses on his humanity, The Book of
Longings is an inspiring, unforgettable account of one woman's bold struggle to realize the passion
and potential inside her, while living in a time, place and culture devised to silence her. It is a
triumph of storytelling both timely and timeless, from a masterful writer at the height of her powers.

author of the secret life of bees: Encyclopedia of the American Novel Abby H. P. Werlock,
2015-04-22 Praise for the print edition: ... no other reference work on American fiction brings



together such an array of authors and texts as this.

author of the secret life of bees: Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts, and Other Powerful Web Tools for
Classrooms Will Richardson, 2006-03-06 'We need a solid book explaining and illustrating and letting
teachers know about these powerful tools. This book meets the need in an awesome way!" - Mike
Muir, Director, Maine Center for Meaningful Engaged Learning ‘This author is a gem! It startles me
to be ‘pulled’ so happily through a text about these new Web tools in the context of good literacy
instruction’ - Gary Graves, Senior Research and Evaluation Advisor, Technology in Education,
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory This book brings teachers a bold vision and
on-the-ground Monday morning practicality. It will move educators to think differently about
technology’s potential for strengthening students’ critical thinking, writing, reflection, and
interactive learning. Will Richardson demystifies words like blog, wiki, and aggregator making
classroom technology an easily accessible component of classroom research, writing, and learning.
This guide demonstrates how Web tools can generate exciting new learning formats, and explains
how to apply these tools in the classroom to engage all students in a new world of synchronous
information feeds and interactive learning. With detailed, simple explanations, definitions and
how-tos, critical information on Internet safety, and helpful links, this exciting book opens an
immense toolbox, with specific teaching applications for: o0 Web logs, the most widely adopted tool of
the read/write Web o Wikis, a collaborative Webspace for sharing published content o Rich Site
Summary (RSS), feeding specific content into the classroom o Aggregators, collecting content
generated via the RSS feed o Social bookmarking, archiving specific Web addresses o Online photo
galleries This book makes it possible for anyone, no matter how inexperienced, to harness this
amazing technology for the classroom today!

author of the secret life of bees: Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction Nancy
M. Tischler, 2009-09-10 A biographical encyclopedia of American and British Christian-themed
writers from World War II to the present, covering acclaimed literary works and popular evangelical
fiction. Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction: From C.S. Lewis to Left Behind spans the
entire breadth of Christian-themed British and American writing from World War II to the
present—well-known and less familiar authors, acclaimed literary novels, and popular writing in a
variety of genres (mysteries, thrillers, romances), works that explore matters of faith, works that
challenge orthodoxy and church practices, and works wholly written by and for devout evangelicals.
Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction offers 90 alphabetically organized entries covering
the field's most important writers. Each entry includes a brief biography, religious and educational
background, a survey of major works and themes, and a summary of critical response, as well as a
bibliography of major works and criticism. By examining evocative, sometimes overlooked Christian
elements in modern fiction, and by exploring the depth and scope of popular evangelical fiction,
Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction offers the richest, most complete portrait of the role
of faith in modern English writing ever published.

author of the secret life of bees: The Secret Life of Bees Summary InstaRead Summaries
Staff, 2016-10-17 Summary of The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd | Includes Analysis
Preview: The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd is a coming-of-age novel narrated by 14-year-old
Lily Owens, a young white teen who runs away from home. In equal parts fleeing her abusive father
and pursuing a lead on her late mother, whose final days are shrouded in mystery, Lily travels to a
nearby town where she finds a new home with a black family. In the racially charged milieu that is
Sylvan, South Carolina, in 1964, Lily lives with her father near his peach orchard. She has a hard
life. Having accidentally killed her own mother in a gun accident when she was four years old, Lily is
being raised by her father, T. Ray, who can be physically abusive and emotionally cruel. At night,
bees have been swarming in Lily's room. According to her caretaker, a black woman named
Rosaleen Daise, they're harbingers of death. One night, Lily... PLEASE NOTE: This is summary and
analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary of The Secret Life of
Bees by Sue Monk Kidd | Includes Analysis - Summary of the Book - Important People - Character
Analysis - Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style About the Author With Instaread, you can get



the key takeaways, summary and analysis of a book in 15 minutes. We read every chapter, identify
the key takeaways and analyze them for your convenience. Visit our website at instaread.co.

author of the secret life of bees: Empathy and the Novel Suzanne Keen, 2007-04-19 Does
empathy felt while reading fiction actually cultivate a sense of connection, leading to altruistic
actions on behalf of real others? Empathy and the Novel presents a comprehensive account of the
relationships among novel reading, empathy, and altruism. Drawing on psychology, narrative theory,
neuroscience, literary history, philosophy, and recent scholarship in discourse processing, Keen
brings together resources and challenges for the literary study of empathy and the psychological
study of fiction reading. Empathy robustly enters into affective responses to fiction, yet its role in
shaping the behavior of emotional readers has been debated for three centuries. Keen surveys these
debates and illustrates the techniques that invite empathetic response. She argues that the
perception of fictiveness increases the likelihood of readers' empathy in part by releasing them from
the guarded responses necessitated by the demands of real others. Narrative empathy is a strategy
and subject of contemporary novelists from around the world, writers who tacitly endorse the
potential universality of human emotions when they call upon their readers' empathy. If narrative
empathy is to be taken seriously, Keen suggests, then women's reading and responses to popular
fiction occupy a central position in literary inquiry, and cognitive literary studies should extend its
range beyond canonical novels. In short, Keen's study extends the playing field for literature
practitioners, causing it to resemble more closely that wide open landscape inhabited by readers.

author of the secret life of bees: Sue Monk Kidd Deborah J. Kuhlmann, 2023-04-25 For avid
readers as well as academics, Sue Monk Kidd: A Collection of Critical Essays offers seven analytic
studies of several of Kidd's novels, including The Invention of Wings, The Secret Life of Bees, and
The Book of Longings, plus the film version of The Secret Life of Bees, to bring expanded
perspectives to her work. These literary essays can serve as examples for students of literature, find
a place in college English classrooms as well as libraries for both secondary and higher education,
and appeal to scholars of American literature. A discourse is launched here regarding Kidd’s place in
postcolonialism, identity, feminism, voice, perception, spirituality, and humor. Much like other
notable Southern authors before her, namely William Faulkner, Kate Chopin, Tennessee Williams,
Alice Walker, Carson McCullers, Flannery O’Connor, Zora Neale Hurston, and Harper Lee, Kidd's
vision is more tragedy than morality play or melodrama, closer to Realism but not without
Romanticism. These essays reveal how oppression, abuse, abandonment, injustice, and other
tragedies find their way into Kidd’s novels. The characters’ plights are met not with easy or
tension-free resolutions, but love, humor, insight, transcendence, and grit are rendered as they
struggle with inhumane difficulties. Sue Monk Kidd’s worldview is at once inclusive and expansive,
transitional and transformative, heartbreaking and healing, and this collection imparts that, inviting
more scholarly discourse and investigation of her exceptional works.

author of the secret life of bees: Adaptation, Authorship, and Contemporary Women
Filmmakers S. Cobb, 2014-11-13 A lively discussion of costume dramas to women's films, Shelley
Cobb investigates the practice of adaptation in contemporary films made by women. The figure of
the woman author comes to the fore as a key site for the representation of women's agency and the
authority of the woman filmmaker.

author of the secret life of bees: Thomas Wolfe and Lost Children in Southern
Literature Paula Eckard, 2024-01-12 “Paula Gallant Eckard not only explores the utterly teachable
The Lost Boy, she also provides substantive and provocative readings of a wide variety of
contemporary Southern fiction. Through her critical analysis and admirable focus on “lost” children
and children suffering loss, Eckard examines how some contemporary writers provide new stories of
the Civil War, the role of other wars in Southern lives, and the centrality of family.” —Margaret M.
Bauer, Rivers Chair of Southern Literature at East Carolina University First published in 1937,
Thomas Wolfe’s The Lost Boy gives name to the theme of lost children that has permeated much of
southern literature and provides a template for telling their stories. In Thomas Wolfe and Lost
Children in Southern Literature, which grew out of many years of teaching The Lost Boy and other



works of southern literature, Paula Gallant Eckard uses Wolfe’s novel as a starting point to trace
thematic connections among contemporary southern novels that are comparably evocative in their
treatment of lostness. Eckard explores six authors and their works: Fred Chappell’s I Am One of You
Forever, Mark Powell’s Prodigals, Kaye Gibbons’s Ellen Foster, Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of
Bees, Bobbie Anne Mason’s In Country, Robert Olmstead’s Coal Black Horse, and Lee Smith’s On
Agate Hill. Though each novel is unique and a product of its own time period, all the novels explored
here are cast against the backdrop of the South during eras of conflict and change. Like The Lost
Boy, these novels reflect a sense of history, a sense of loss associated with that history, and an
innate love of story and narrative, as well as representations of work that historically have defined
the lives of individuals and families throughout the South. In its artistic treatment of lostness, The
Lost Boy creates a significant literary legacy. As Eckard demonstrates, that legacy continues in the
form of these six contemporary authors who, in writing about the South, perpetuate Wolfe’s efforts
as they also create or find the lost child in new ways. PAULA GALLANT ECKARD is an associate
professor of English and the director of the American studies program at the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte. She is the author of Maternal Body and Voice in Toni Morrison, Bobbie Ann
Mason, and Lee Smith.

author of the secret life of bees: Bees in America Tammy Horn, 2006-04-21 “Integrates
history, technology, sociology, economics, and politics with this remarkable insect serving as the
unifying concept” (Buffalo News). The tiny, industrious honey bee has become part of popular
imagination—reflected in our art, our advertising, even our language itself with such terms as queen
bee and busy as a bee. Honey bees—and the values associated with them—have influenced American
culture for four centuries. Bees and beekeepers have represented order and stability throughout the
changes, challenges, and expansions of a highly diverse country. Bees in America is an enlightening
cultural history of bees and beekeeping in the United States. Tammy Horn, herself a beekeeper,
offers a social and technological history from the colonial period, when the British first brought bees
to the New World, to the present, when bees are being trained by the American military to detect
bombs. Horn shows how the honey bee was one of the first symbols of colonization and how bees’
societal structures shaped our ideals about work, family, community, and leisure. This book is both a
fascinating read and an “excellent example of the effects agriculture has on history” (Booklist). “A
wealth of worthy material.” —Publishers Weekly

author of the secret life of bees: The Mermaid Chair Sue Monk Kidd, 2006-03-07 A
transcendent tale of a woman's self-discovery—the New York Times-bestselling second work of
fiction by the author of The Secret Life of Bees and The Book of Longings Inside the church of a
Benedictine monastery on Egret Island, just off the coast of South Carolina, resides a beautiful and
mysterious chair ornately carved with mermaids and dedicated to a saint who, legend claims, was a
mermaid before her conversion. When Jessie Sullivan is summoned home to the island to cope with
her eccentric mother’s seemingly inexplicable behavior, she is living a conventional life with her
husband, Hugh, a life “molded to the smallest space possible.” Jessie loves Hugh, but once on the
island, she finds herself drawn to Brother Thomas, a monk about to take his final vows. Amid a rich
community of unforgettable island women and the exotic beauty of marshlands, tidal creeks, and
majestic egrets, Jessie grapples with the tension of desire and the struggle to deny it, with a freedom
that feels overwhelmingly right, and with the immutable force of home and marriage. Is the power of
the mermaid chair only a myth? Or will it alter the course of Jessie’s life? What happens will unlock
the roots of her mother’s tormented past, but most of all, it will allow Jessie to discover selfhood and
a place of belonging as she explores the thin line between the spiritual and the erotic.
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