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anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion invites us into a fascinating
exploration of the fundamental elements that shape religious life and spiritual experience
across cultures. Religion, in its many forms, touches on humanity’s deepest questions
about existence, purpose, and connection to something greater. By unpacking the anatomy
of the sacred, we can better understand how religions provide meaning, structure, and
community to billions worldwide.

Understanding the Concept of the Sacred

At the heart of any religion lies the idea of the sacred—a concept that transcends the
ordinary and taps into what is considered holy, divine, or spiritually significant. The sacred
is not just about places or objects; it’s an experience, a presence, or a reality that
commands reverence and awe.

What Makes Something Sacred?

Sacredness often arises through:

- **Symbolism:** Objects or rituals become sacred because they symbolize deeper truths or
divine realities. For example, in Christianity, the cross is a powerful symbol of sacrifice and
salvation.
- **Rituals and Practices:** Regular religious ceremonies, prayers, or rites often create and
maintain sacredness by connecting practitioners to their faith’s core.
- **Spaces and Places:** Many religions designate specific locations as sacred, such as
temples, churches, mosques, or natural sites like mountains and rivers.
- **Divine Presence:** The belief that the sacred is the dwelling place or manifestation of a
deity or spiritual force.

These elements work together to distinguish the sacred from the profane—the everyday,
mundane world.

The Anatomy of Religion: Core Components

When introducing religion, it’s helpful to think about its anatomy as a structure made up of
interrelated parts. These components collectively shape how religion functions and impacts
individuals and societies.



Beliefs and Doctrines

Every religion has a set of beliefs or doctrines that explain the nature of the divine, the
universe, and human existence. These beliefs offer answers to existential questions such
as:

- Why are we here?
- What happens after death?
- How should we live?

For instance, Hinduism teaches about karma and reincarnation, while Islam emphasizes
submission to the will of Allah and the afterlife in paradise or hell.

Myths and Stories

Religious myths are narratives that convey sacred truths and cultural values. They often
describe the origins of the world, gods, heroes, and humanity’s place in the cosmos. These
stories are more than entertainment—they serve as foundational texts that guide moral
behavior and spiritual understanding.

Rituals and Ceremonies

Rituals are structured actions performed in a religious context, often involving prayer,
chanting, sacrifice, or symbolic gestures. They help practitioners embody their faith,
reinforce community bonds, and mark important life events such as birth, marriage, and
death.

Ethical Codes and Moral Teachings

Religions typically provide guidelines on how adherents should live and relate to others.
These ethical systems promote social harmony and personal growth, emphasizing virtues
like compassion, honesty, and justice.

Community and Institutions

Religion is not just a private experience—it thrives within communities. Congregations,
clergy, and religious institutions offer support, education, and organization, ensuring the
transmission of beliefs and practices across generations.



Exploring Sacred Texts and Symbols

Sacred texts and symbols are essential in the anatomy of the sacred because they serve as
tangible anchors for intangible beliefs.

The Role of Sacred Scriptures

Many religions possess sacred scriptures that contain divine revelations, laws, or teachings.
These texts are often considered authoritative and are studied, memorized, and recited by
followers. Examples include the Bible, Quran, Bhagavad Gita, and Torah.

Sacred texts perform multiple functions:

- **Preserving history and tradition**
- **Providing moral guidance**
- **Inspiring devotion and meditation**

Symbols as Windows to the Sacred

Symbols communicate complex spiritual ideas succinctly and powerfully. They often appear
in religious art, architecture, and daily practice. Understanding these symbols enriches
one’s appreciation of a religion’s depth and nuances.

Examples of common religious symbols include:

- The lotus flower in Buddhism, symbolizing purity and enlightenment
- The Star of David in Judaism, representing divine protection
- The crescent moon and star in Islam, often associated with guidance and faith

Religion and the Human Experience

The anatomy of the sacred is deeply intertwined with the human quest for meaning and
belonging. Religion addresses fundamental human needs such as:

- **Coping with mortality:** Religious beliefs about the afterlife or reincarnation provide
comfort in the face of death.
- **Creating community:** Shared rituals and values foster connection and identity among
members.
- **Offering purpose:** A religious worldview often gives individuals a sense of direction and
responsibility.



Religion as a Source of Identity

For many, religion is a core part of their identity, shaping their worldview and daily life. It
influences language, customs, dress, and social interactions. Understanding this aspect
helps explain why religion remains a powerful force in global affairs and personal lives.

Challenges and Adaptations

While the anatomy of the sacred remains consistent in many ways, religions also evolve to
meet contemporary challenges. Modern issues like secularism, scientific advancement, and
globalization prompt religious communities to reinterpret doctrines and practices while
preserving their sacred core.

Why Study the Anatomy of the Sacred?

Diving into the anatomy of the sacred offers valuable insights for anyone curious about
religion, spirituality, or culture. It helps break down complex beliefs into understandable
parts, fostering greater interfaith dialogue and respect.

By recognizing the shared structures across diverse religions, we can appreciate the
universal human drive toward the sacred, regardless of specific tradition or belief system.
This perspective encourages empathy and curiosity, enriching both personal growth and
societal cohesion.

Whether you are a student of theology, a seeker on a spiritual journey, or simply someone
who wants to understand the world better, exploring the anatomy of the sacred is an
invitation to see religion as a living, breathing force that continues to shape humanity in
profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Mircea Eliade's 'The Sacred
and The Profane: The Nature of Religion'?
'The Sacred and The Profane' by Mircea Eliade explores the concept of the sacred as a
fundamental aspect of religious experience, distinguishing it from the profane and
examining how sacred spaces, time, and symbols shape human understanding of reality.

How does 'Anatomy of the Sacred' introduce the
concept of religion?
'Anatomy of the Sacred' introduces religion as a complex set of beliefs, rituals, and symbols
that provide meaning, structure, and a sense of connection to the sacred or ultimate



reality, highlighting its diverse expressions across cultures.

What role do myths and rituals play according to
'Anatomy of the Sacred'?
In 'Anatomy of the Sacred,' myths and rituals are presented as essential components of
religion that convey sacred truths, reinforce community bonds, and facilitate encounters
with the sacred, helping adherents understand and live out their faith.

How does 'Anatomy of the Sacred' approach the study
of different religions?
'Anatomy of the Sacred' adopts a comparative and interdisciplinary approach, examining
various religious traditions to uncover common themes and structures, while respecting the
unique cultural contexts and beliefs of each religion.

Why is the concept of the sacred important in
understanding religion according to 'Anatomy of the
Sacred'?
The concept of the sacred is central in 'Anatomy of the Sacred' because it distinguishes
religious experiences and practices from ordinary life, serving as the foundation for
religious meaning, values, and the human quest for transcendence.

Additional Resources
Anatomy of the Sacred: An Introduction to Religion

anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion serves as a foundational
exploration into the complex structures and meanings that underpin religious belief
systems worldwide. This phrase not only encapsulates the study of religion as a
multidimensional phenomenon but also invites a detailed inquiry into how sacredness is
constructed, experienced, and manifested across various cultures. As societies evolve, the
anatomy of the sacred becomes an essential framework for understanding religion's role in
shaping morality, community, identity, and worldview.

Understanding the Concept of the Sacred

At the heart of any religious study lies the concept of the sacred, a term that denotes what
is considered holy, divine, or set apart from the ordinary. The anatomy of the sacred
involves dissecting this concept to reveal its layers—symbolism, rituals, narratives, and
spaces—that collectively evoke reverence and spiritual significance. Scholars such as
Mircea Eliade have emphasized the sacred's transcendental nature, contrasting it against
the profane, the mundane aspects of everyday life.



The sacred is not a fixed entity; it is fluid and context-dependent. For instance, in
indigenous religions, sacredness might be tied to specific natural sites like mountains or
rivers, while in monotheistic faiths, sacredness is often centered around divine
commandments and scriptures. This variability necessitates a broad and nuanced approach
to studying religion, which the phrase anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion
aptly encapsulates.

The Structure of Religious Systems

Religion, as a social institution, is composed of various components that work together to
sustain belief and practice. When examining the anatomy of the sacred an introduction to
religion, it is important to analyze these components systematically.

Beliefs and Doctrines

Beliefs form the core of any religion, providing explanatory frameworks for existential
questions about life, death, and the cosmos. Doctrines codify these beliefs into structured
teachings that guide adherents' understanding of the sacred. For example, Christianity’s
doctrine of the Trinity or Buddhism’s Four Noble Truths illustrate how sacred knowledge is
organized and disseminated.

Rituals and Worship

Rituals are the practical expressions of religious belief, often designed to connect
practitioners with the sacred. These may include prayer, meditation, sacraments, or
festivals. The anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion highlights how rituals
function to reinforce community bonds and embody the sacred in tangible forms.

Symbols and Mythology

Symbols serve as vehicles for conveying complex religious meanings succinctly. Crosses,
mandalas, or totems encapsulate sacred stories and values. Mythology provides narrative
frameworks that explain the origins of the world, humanity, and the sacred itself. Together,
symbols and myths form a rich tapestry that sustains religious identity and experience.

Ethical Codes and Laws

Moral directives often emerge from religious teachings, guiding adherents in how to live in
accordance with the sacred will. These ethical codes may be formalized in religious law,
such as Sharia in Islam or the Halakha in Judaism, shaping not only personal behavior but
also social order.



Comparative Perspectives on the Sacred

In exploring the anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion, comparative analysis
reveals both universal patterns and distinct features across faith traditions. Anthropological
studies suggest that while the sacred is a near-universal human experience, its expressions
are culturally specific.

For example, the concept of sacredness in Hinduism is integrally linked to the cyclical
nature of time and reincarnation, whereas in Abrahamic religions, sacredness often
embodies a linear progression toward salvation or judgment. Furthermore, indigenous
religions frequently emphasize animism and the sanctity of nature, contrasting with
organized religions that prioritize dogma and institutional authority.

Pros and Cons of Sacred Structures

The anatomy of the sacred also invites critical reflection on the advantages and limitations
of religious frameworks:

Pros: Religion often provides community cohesion, moral guidance, psychological
comfort, and a sense of purpose. Sacred rituals and symbols can foster deep social
bonds and cultural continuity.

Cons: Conversely, rigid interpretations of the sacred can lead to exclusion, conflict,
and resistance to social change. The sacralization of certain beliefs may inhibit critical
inquiry or promote dogmatism.

Understanding these dynamics is crucial for a balanced perspective on religion's role in
contemporary society.

The Role of Sacred Texts and Spaces

Sacred texts and spaces constitute vital components in the anatomy of the sacred an
introduction to religion. Scriptures such as the Bible, Quran, Vedas, or Tripitaka serve as
repositories of divine revelation and ethical instruction. Their interpretation shapes religious
thought and practice over centuries.

Similarly, sacred spaces—churches, temples, mosques, shrines, and natural sites—function
as physical loci where the sacred is encountered and experienced. Pilgrimage to these
spaces is a common practice that reaffirms faith and communal belonging. The spatial
dimension of the sacred adds a tangible layer to religious experience, bridging the material
and spiritual worlds.



Modern Challenges and Adaptations

In the context of globalization, secularization, and scientific advancement, the anatomy of
the sacred an introduction to religion faces new challenges. Increasing religious pluralism
demands interfaith dialogue and tolerance, while secular ideologies question traditional
sacred narratives. Digital technology also transforms how sacred content is accessed and
practiced, with virtual worship and online communities emerging.

Yet, religion continues to adapt, demonstrating resilience and innovation. Contemporary
spirituality often blends traditional sacred elements with personal interpretation, reflecting
individual quests for meaning in an increasingly complex world.

Final Reflections on the Anatomy of the Sacred

To engage with the anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion is to embark on a
multidisciplinary journey that spans history, anthropology, theology, and sociology. It
reveals religion as a dynamic and intricate system that shapes human experience in
profound ways. Whether through sacred rituals, symbols, or doctrines, the sacred continues
to hold a pivotal place in cultures worldwide, offering insights into humanity’s enduring
quest for the transcendent.
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  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Anatomy of the Sacred James C.
Livingston, 2009 For one-semester, undergraduate courses in Introduction to Religion and
Comparative Religion. This comprehensive text introduces students to the nature and variety of
religious phenomena, belief, and practice. It shows the ways religion is studied, a cross-cultural
study of the variety of history forms of religious belief and practice, such as deity conceptions at the
divine myth, ritual scripture, rites of passage, views of the human problem evil, and the ways and
goals of an examination of the challenges faced by religion today.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Anatomy of the Sacred James C.
Livingston, 1998
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Anatomy of the Sacred James C.
Livingston, 2001 Anatomy of the Sacred: An Introduction to Religion presents a uniquely
comprehensive introduction to the nature and variety of religious belief and practice. Organized into
three sections, Part One explores such questions as: What is religion? Why study religion? And how
does one go about the study of religion? It includes illustrations of specific methods and disciplines
drawn from the work of eminent scholars in the field of religion. Part Two examines universal forms
of religious experience and expression and includes discussions of the sacred or holy; the nature of
religious symbolism, myth, and doctrine; religious ritual; sacred scripture; as well as the social forms
and dimensions of religion. Part Three consists of a comparative analysis of six fundamental
components that make up a religious world-view. These include: deity or ultimate reality;
cosmogony; the nature of the human problem, theodicy or the problem of evil; ethics or moral
action; and the ways and goals of salvation or enlightenment. Examples are selected from a wide
range of primal and archaic religions as well as from the great historical religious traditions of the
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present. An epilogue explores the challeng
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Outlines and Highlights for Anatomy of
the Sacred Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2011-05-01 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of
the testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101
Just the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your
textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific.
Accompanys: 9780130289179 .
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Understanding World Religions Irving
Hexham, 2011-03-22 Globalization and high-speed communication put twenty-first century people in
contact with adherents to a wide variety of world religions, but usually, valuable knowledge of these
other traditions is limited at best. On the one hand, religious stereotypes abound, hampering a
serious exploration of unfamiliar philosophies and practices. On the other hand, the popular idea
that all religions lead to the same God or the same moral life fails to account for the distinctive
origins and radically different teachings found across the world’s many religions. Understanding
World Religions presents religion as a complex and intriguing matrix of history, philosophy, culture,
beliefs, and practices. Hexham believes that a certain degree of objectivity and critique is inherent
in the study of religion, and he guides readers in responsible ways of carrying this out. Of particular
importance is Hexham’s decision to explore African religions, which have frequently been absent
from major religion texts. He surveys these in addition to varieties of Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Understanding Religion and Popular
Culture Dan W. Clanton Jr., Terry Ray Clark, 2012-05-04 This introductory text provides students
with a 'toolbox' of approaches for analyzing religion and popular culture. It encourages readers to
think critically about the ways in which popular cultural practices and products, especially those
considered as forms of entertainment, are laden with religious ideas, themes, and values. The
chapters feature lively and contemporary case study material and outline relevant theory and
methods for analysis. Among the areas covered are religion and food, violence, music, television and
videogames. Each entry is followed by a helpful summary, glossary, bibliography, discussion
questions and suggestions for further reading/viewing. Understanding Religion and Popular Culture
offers a valuable entry point into an exciting and rapidly evolving field of study.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: The Religion Toolkit John Morreall,
Tamara Sonn, 2024-08-19 THE RELIGION TOOLKIT A comprehensive survey of the study of religion
worldwide, from ancient indigenous traditions to today’s religious nationalism. “This is an excellent
book that is a good, comprehensive overview of the history of religions and the ways of studying
religion within Religious Studies... it really brings religions to life for the reader.” —Gavin Flood,
Professor of Hindu Studies and Comparative Religion, Oxford University “The authors provide a
clear, first-rate introduction to the study of religions, origins, leading scholars and their theories and
beliefs.... This is by far the best introductory volume I am aware of both in terms of substance,
clarity, and insights.” — John L. Esposito, Distinguished University Professor, Georgetown
University, and Past President of the American Academy of Religion The Religion Toolkit:
Understanding Religion in the World Today is a clear and comprehensive introduction to the
academic study of religions, providing readers an introduction to the history and theories of
Religious Studies, a survey of global religious traditions, and an overview of religion in the public
sphere today. Discusses theory and methodology in religion, including the disciplines of
anthropology, psychology, philosophy, biblical studies, and theology Describes the early
development of religion, with overviews of traditions around the world, including Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Baha’i, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Daoism,
Confucianism, and Shinto Covers traditions not commonly addressed in introductory textbooks, such
as Santeria, Vodou, Tengrism, and indigenous traditions of the Americas Examines recent
developments and contemporary issues such as secularization, bioethics, and the rise of religious
nationalism Includes access to a companion website with discussion questions, additional material,



and helpful primary and secondary sources Providing the knowledge and tools required to explore
and understand the nature and roles of religion, The Religion Toolkit: Understanding Religion in the
World Today, Second Edition is an excellent introductory textbook for undergraduate and graduate
courses in Religious Studies, History of Religion, Religions of the World, and Theory and Method in
the Study of Religion, as well as a valuable resource for general readers interested in the role of
religion in the world today.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: The Oxford Handbook of the Study of
Religion Michael Stausberg, Steven Engler, 2016 The Oxford Handbook of the Study of Religions
provides a comprehensive overview of the academic study of religions. Written by an international
team of leading scholars, its fifty-one chapters are divided thematically into seven sections. The first
section addresses five major conceptual aspects of research on religion. Part two surveys eleven
main frameworks of analysis, interpretation, and explanation of religion. Reflecting recent turns in
the humanities and social sciences, part three considers eight forms of the expression of religion.
Part four provides a discussion of the ways societies and religions, or religious organizations, are
shaped by different forms of allocation of resources (i.e., economy). Other chapters in this section
consider law, the media, nature, medicine, politics, science, sports, and tourism. Part five reviews
important developments, distinctions, and arguments for each of the selected topics.The study of
religion addresses religion as a historical phenomenon and part six looks at seven historical
processes. Religion is studied in various ways by many disciplines, and this Handbook shows that the
study of religion is an academic discipline in its own right. The disciplinary profile of this volume is
reflected in part seven, which considers the history of the discipline and its relevance. Each chapter
in the Handbook references at least two different religions to provide fresh and innovative
perspectives on key issues in the field. This authoritative collection will advance the state of the
discipline and is an invaluable reference for students and scholars.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Mapping Myths of Biblical Interpretation
Richard Walsh, 2001-03-01 Walsh explores the role that myth has played in the interpretation of the
Bible. He sees myth as an empowering, structuring story used either for good or ill and either
consciously or unconsciously controlling our world views. Walsh looks for both the empowerment
and the marginalization effected by myth as he follows the word through its myriad meanings
('Grasping Proteus'), its use in various disciplines ('Procrustean Mythographers'), its distinctive uses
in biblical interpretation ('Mything the Bible'), and, finally, the mythic character of interpretation
itself ('The Myth of Interpretation'). The concluding chapter, 'Behind the Mythic Curve', muses on
the difficulty of knowing the myths by which we live and reflects hopefully on the possibility of play
among the myriad myths in a postmodern, pluralist world.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Understanding Religion and Popular
Culture Elizabeth Rae Coody, Dan W. Clanton Jr., Terry Ray Clark, 2023-04-17 Understanding
Religion and Popular Culture 2nd edition provides an accessible introduction to this exciting and
rapidly evolving field. Divided into two parts, Issues in Religion and Genres in Popular Culture, it
encourages readers to think critically about the ways in which popular cultural practices and
products, especially those considered as forms of entertainment, are laden with religious ideas,
themes, and values. This edition has been thoroughly revised and includes five new chapters,
updated case studies, and contemporary references. Among the areas covered are religion and film,
food, violence, music, television, cosplay, and fandom. Each chapter also includes a helpful
summary, glossary, bibliography, discussion questions, and suggestions for further reading/viewing.
Providing a set of practical and theoretical tools for learning and research, this book is an essential
read for all students of Religion and Popular Culture, or Religion and Media more broadly.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Mysticism and the Spiritual Quest Phyllis
Zagano, 2013 A crosscultural exploration of the meanings, definitions, practices, and common
themes of mysticism via a study of original texts (in translation) from different parts of the world. It
brings together the writings of the mystics from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Taoism, and Confucianism in one volume.



  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Fundamental Theology Matthew L.
Becker, 2024-01-25 Encyclopedic in scope, this book offers wide-ranging coverage of the
foundational teachings and practices within the mainstream of the classical Christian tradition. It
begins with their roots in the Scriptures, and also branches out into Eastern and Western
Christianity, ancient, medieval, and modern, to the present-day. Part I provides an overview of some
of these routes, then presents an historical survey of Christianity's major traditions. Part II unpacks
some of the character of that revelation, focusing particularly on epistemological and procedural
questions. Finally, Part III looks at Christian theology in a university setting: the possibility and
shape of theology as a university discipline, its major subfields, and its relations with humanities and
the sciences respectively. Fundamental Theology: A Protestant Perspective, 2nd edition, includes a
wide range of pedagogical features: - each chapter begins with an outline thesis statement,
highlighted in bold - charts and graphs - relevant headings and subheadings employed throughout
the book - keywords - provides a survey of pertinent reference literature - questions for review and
discussion - annotated suggestions for further reading
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Ways of Living Religion Christina M.
Gschwandtner, 2024-03-14 This study provides a philosophical analysis of different types of religious
experience, focusing on the lived experience of religion.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Religion: Empirical Studies Steven J.
Sutcliffe, 2017-03-02 Treating 'religion' as a fully social, cultural, historical and material field of
practice, this book presents a series of debates and positions on the nature and purpose of the
'Study of Religions', or 'Religious Studies'. Offering an introductory guide to this influential, and
politically relevant, academic field, the contributors illustrate the diversity and theoretical viability
of qualitative empirical methodologies in the study of religions. The historical and cultural
circumstances attending the emergence, defence, and future prospects of Religious Studies are
documented, drawing on theoretical material and case studies prepared within the context of the
British Association for the Study of Religions (BASR), and making frequent reference to wider
European, North American, and other international debates and critiques.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Understanding New Religious
Movements John A Saliba, 2004-09-08 Discussions of any religion can easily raise passions. But
arguments tend to become even more heated when the religion under discussion is characterized as
new. Divisions around the study of new religious movements (NRMs), or cults, or nontraditional or
alternative or emergent religions are so acute that there is even controversy over what to call them.
John Saliba strives to bring balance to these discussions by offering perspectives on new religions
from different academic perspectives: history, psychology, sociology, law, theology, and counseling.
This approach provides rich descriptions of a broad range of movements while demonstrating how
the differing aims of the disciplines can create much of the controversy around NRMs. The new
second edition has been updated and revised throughout and includes a new foreword by noted
historian of religion, J. Gordon Melton. For classes in religion or the social sciences, or for interested
individuals, Understanding New Religious Movements offers the most objective introduction
possible.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Apostate! No More Bazoodee: A
Grenadian Quest to Think Outside the Box Seon M. Lewis, 2015-10-13 Most (if not all)
Grenadians have grown up hearing stories of la diablesse, lagahou and sookooyant. But have you
ever wondered about the origin of these stories? This book just doesn't re-tell these stories. It traces
their origins, and looks at them as being influential in helping shape our self-identity and our
interpersonal relationship. In fact, this book examines and critiques aspects of the Grenadian
sociocultural and sociopolitical culture that seek, in many ways, to minimize and suppress the
individual's search for self-identity especially as he or she tries to pursue knowledge that appears to
be outside the socially accepted. In doing so, this book follows the author's journey as he analyzes
old ideas and engaged with new ones. Also central to this book is that it seeks to help the individual
develop his or her moral and ethical awareness.



  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: City of 201 Gods Jacob Olupona,
2011-12-13 “Olupona does a masterful job of interweaving historical detail, personal interviews and
observations. Here, myth becomes lived reality, and one is forced to take pause and ask what and
where indeed are the true powers that enable humans to inhabit the modern city.” —Charles H.
Long, author of Significations: Signs, Symbols, and Images in the Interpretation of Religion “This
book is destined to be the authoritative source on one of the most important religious centers and
one of the most fascinating ethnic groups in sub-Saharan Africa. This is a remarkable and engaging
piece of research by a first-class scholar who knows his discipline and his native culture.”—Barry
Hallen, author of The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful: Discourse About Values in Yoruba Culture
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: American Religious Traditions
Richard E. Wentz, Accompanying CD-ROM contains ... full text of the book, chapter summaries,
discussion questions, and many web resources ... [and] Libronix software, which offers such features
as topic searching, bookmarking, notetaking, and highlighting. -- p. [4] of cover.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Re-imagining South Asian Religions ,
2012-12-03 Re-imagining South Asian Religions is a collection of essays offering new ways of
understanding aspects of Hindu, Tibetan Buddhist, Sikh, Jain, Theosophical, and Indian Christian
experiences. Moving away from canonical texts, established authorities, and received
historiography, the essays in this volume draw from a range of methodological perspectives
including philosophy, history, hermeneutics, migration and diaspora studies, ethnography,
performance studies, lived religion approaches, and aesthetics. Reflecting a balance of theory and
substantive content, the papers in this volume call into question key critical terms, challenge
established frames of reference, and offer innovative and alternative interpretations of South Asian
ways of knowing and being.
  anatomy of the sacred an introduction to religion: Confronting Orientalism Sabrina D. Misir
Hiralall, 2017-11-13 The author aims to use Kuchipudi Indian classical Hindu dance to educate
non-Hindus about Hinduism with postcolonialism in mind. This goal arises from her dance
experiences and the historical era of imperialism. Colonization occurs when those in power believe
there is a need to dominate in a manner that subjugates people. Colonizers created colonies as they
moved into territory because they felt there was a need to “civilize” the so-called savages of the
land. Postcolonialism is an intellectual discourse that confronts the legacy of colonialism and
attempts to de-colonize. With the legacy of colonialism and a postcolonial lens in mind, some
research questions arise. How does she, as a Kuchipudi dancer, use Hindu dance to educate
non-Hindus about the Eastern literature of Hinduism? For non-Hindus, she feels the power of the
exoticizing gaze when she dances, which might very well block the educational intention of the
dance. This exoticizing gaze prevents the understanding of the traditional nature of the dance and
the introduction to Hinduism as a world religion. The author’s problem is moving the exotic gaze of
non-Hindus to an educational gaze that seeks to learn about the ethics of Hinduism in a manner that
takes into consideration the multiple perspectives of the complex society we live in today. “In short,
MisirHiralall’s research highlights the role of contemplation and critical-self reflection in creating
opportunities for true intercultural relations that respect the epistemologies of traditionally
marginalized and stigmatized non-Western religions and cultures. This is essential theoretical and
practical research for a multicultural society that is grounded in first-person, lived experience.” –
Tyson E. Lewis, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Art Education, University of North Texas “Most
impressive is that MisirHiralall is walking her talk through a thoughtful and lyrical self-study that is
situated in the in-between: between the mind and body, the gaze of the Other and the self, the
Eastern and Western worlds, and the fields of dance, religion, philosophy, cultural studies, and
teacher education.” – Monica Taylor, Ph.D., Professor and Deputy Chair of the Department of
Secondary and Special Education, Montclair State University “In MisirHiralall’s Confronting
Orientalism, the reader is gifted with a rare glimpse into a philosopher-educator’s wrestling with her
teaching through the medium of Hindu dance .... All who think seriously about the context and
impact of their teaching in connection with their core values can benefit from reading of this book.”



– Michael D. Waggoner, Ph.D., Professor of Postsecondary Education, University of Northern Iowa,
Editor of Religion & Education
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